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TREATISE 


Shewing the 


Danger of NegleQing 
The Bleſſed ; 
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in This Age concerning it. 
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TO THE 


| WORSHIPEUL, 


Richard Alie Vquire, Maſter 


Mr. Edward Turgis, 
; Mr. Richard Dawſon, War 
/ Mr.Gilbert Orwyn, PIES, 
: Mr. EdwardThurſfield, 


Sir Robert Clayton, | 

Sir Fames Smith, 8 Aldermen, 
Sir Thomas Gold, 

Mr. Thomas Tyther, 


And others of the Court of Aſſiſtants, 
of the Company of Drapers, Lonab.z. : 


Þonoured Stirs, 
5222S OU have been plea- 
2B ſed to heap ſo mas 
ny of your Favours 
upon me and mine, 
: that I cannot but 
? cake this little Occaſion to eaſe 
; my Mind, by Complaining to 
| A} rhe 


£ < » . 
* Ae? * > 
Lon EE. ... 


the World that [never yet hed the 
leaſt Opportunity to expreſs my 
Thnkfulneſs; but however, it is 
{che Satisfaction. to me, char [ 
Way not ceaſed to Pray to God 
for You and your Families, 
in that Congregation in which 
ycu bave' beer pleaſed to place 
me. 
Ir was a very remarkable and 
unexpected Providence, which 
directed you to make Choice of 
me for the Morning LeQure, 
upon, the Recommendaign - oof 
my Two ever honoured Fr iends, 
Sir James Smith, and Mr. Thomas 

T\ther, conſidering the great- tn- 
te:eſts. that had been made” for 
other Miniſters, better delerving, 
and better known in the- City, 
in which l was s th 3En 4 Stranger, 


yr By 
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Dtdicatow. = 
By this I accounted my {elf the 
oa abundantly obliped to take 
Care, that I did not Do the work 
of the Lord negligently: 'And,. that 
I might have the better Directi- 
on in it, you were- pleaſed 'to 
Command, That ſo. mmch of the 
Pious Will 'of Mri John Raney 
ſhould be ſhewed to me, as re- 
lated to the. Performance of my 
Duty ;. and I hope it will not be 
Offenſive to you, if Iſhew ſome 
part of it to the World; as fol- 
loweth; 


— —— Ind further, That befoze the 
beginning of every ſuch Lecture on 
the Sabbath Oay Moming fn St. 
Michael's Church, the Lecturer, fo2 
the time being, do Reverently Read 
luch Good and Eodly-P2ayers al- 
lowed by the Church of England, as 
hath been heretofoze' uſually perfoz- 
wH A 4 Wed, 


Lhe Epiſtle 
med; ' And. my 
ſafto P?eacher: and Lecturer fn and 
by all his ſaid Lectures and Ser- 
mons, ds chfeflp Atm at the' ſupp2e(- 
ſing of Sin, and building up the 
Kingdom of G2ace in the Þzarts of 
the Judito2s : And that he ſhall, up- 
on the firft Sqbbath Day Bozning 
in every Ponth, being the uſual 
Communton Day, Erhozt his Audf- 
tozy fo2 the reverent and due Re- 


 reiving of the Þoly Sacrament of 


the' Low's Supper ; and' give ſuch 
Godly Jnſtructions and Directions 
fo2 the ſame,' as ſhall be moſt firting 
fo2 that Decaſion, A 


When I had heard this part of 


the Will-of the Religious Doner, 
I reſolved, by the Grace of Gcd 
a liſting, Zo I would obſcrye 
what he ſo prolly required of 
me. 

" Thar I have made it. my Buy 
fi neſs 


deſire is, That the | 
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Dedicatozy. 


| fineſs to ſuppreſs Sin, my Au- 
| ditors can Teſtify ; andcitbar I 
} have obſerved his pleaſure-in Ex- 
7 horting to the Receiving of the 
{ Bleſſed Sacrament, may appear 
! to:youby this ſhort Treatiſe; ons 
{ ly With chis difference, that I have 
| madeitthe chietparr of my Work 
7 every Month (with very few In- 
/ termiſſions) tro Exhort my Audi- 
/ rors not to neglect it; becauſe 
! fance the Death of that Worthy 
 Benefaftor, the Sin of Negle&ing 


. } hath abounded more than the Sin 


; of Unworthy Receiving. I have, 
with a ſorrowful Heart obſerved, 
Thar all thoſe Sermons which are 
| deſigned to direCt and prepare 
| the People to Receive the Holy” 
' Sacrament, have ſignified yery 
| lirtle, becauſe there are but very 

OY Tye foe 


—The Epiie 
few in this 'vicious: and divided | 
Age har do p artake of ir. : 

The nom, Snccels : which T ] 
have had, '(Praiſed be the Got :off * 
Heaven for it,) and the continued © 
Importunities of ſome; who had 
forſaken the Communion of the | 
Church, and others who had for- * 
ſaken all Religion, as to the Prace | 
tice -of it, but are now become 
very Conſtant, and :I: hope oP 

pious Communicants, have 7 

vailed withme-to Publiſh hols | 

Argtments which L have been | 

many Years inſiſting and inlarge-. - 

ing upon : And if they have the: - 
ſame Influence upon the Readers, 
which they have had upon the 

Heaters, 'it-will exceedingly: re- 

joyce me; And you will have 


the leſs cauſe.to repent of your 
Ra | Choice, 


Dedicatozy, 


d ' Choice, and be the more willing, . 
| thar 1 ſhould till perſorm- that 
at Service, to Which [have no 0- 
df! * ; ther Title, but the Concinuance of 
: ” your Favour and good Opinion 
© 


of me: Which that I may deſerve, 
{hall be che conſtant c Endeavour 


s } of 

yu 

E ' Your moſt humble 

Y' Cripplegate, a |  - 

" 7 ' 12th. 1693. and faithful | 
Servant, 


CWitiam Swmythics, 


Review f what I had done ſhould alter 
my Mind, and fruſtrate the Defire of 
my importunate Friends, By this, 
through my Unskilfulneſs in taking Mea- 
ſures, I have been forced to break off 
very abruptly, being Confin d to a ſhort 
jon” cheap Treatiſe. After I had con- 
fidered the general Pretences of Non- 
Com- 


TO THE 
' an 
READE 
EADER., '7 
| : tl 
Hope you will Excuſe me, that I . t 
EM I have diſappointed your Expetta- * C 
tion, for 1 have diſappointed my * 
Own. My daily and almoſt hour-  , 
ly Interruptions would not permit me to , 
Tranſcribe the whole Copy, as the Prin= | * 
ter earneſtly defired, Fx IT committed © } 
zt to the Preſs: And the Truthis, I 
was unwilling to do it, for fear that a b : 


4 


b 
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To the Reader. 


FL 


3 ; Commnicants, 1 intended to ſpeak of 
ſome particular Caſes, which 7 think to 


be of great Moment : The Young Mans 


* Pretence, the Poor Man's Pretence, 
' and the Melancholly Man's - Pretence 


b3 
1 


for Non-Communicating ;- which are. all 


' of them = deplorable Caſes, T inten. 


ded likewiſe to have Treated upon  ano- 


* ther General Head, and that is, 'The 
-” Vindication and Recommendation of 


* the Way . of Admimſtration in the 
- Church of Eng/and; and to ſhew that #t 
: doth exceedingly tend to the Promotion of 


that true Piety and Holineſs, which all 
good Men . do highly Contend for, \and 
which is the great Defign of the: Bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament. I have, of late, ſpent a 
great part of my Time and Thoughts up- 
on this: Argument, and have obſerved 
the Apoſtles Rule, In meeknelſs to in- 
ſtrut them that oppoſe themſelves. 
But I need not trouble my Self or the 
World about a Vindication of the Church 
in any thing, becauſe it hath been ſuff;- 
ciently done many Tears fince: And is 
again undertaken by many mn - 

FRM 


cam, Men — Great Em:-| ; 


nency ,. whoſe | Books are not onely. 
fckews to ſatisfy. all that are »#i 


Js: 
 Tothis abs * very carnef Requeſt: 


you have beenmiſtaken concerning the | 
Duty or Davger of Communicating, , Joo # 
4 _ to be-ſatisfied : If you have 7 


ling to be fati rd, but to make them ' 
| s for the Church, as many good . 


Mew. have been- a were Difaffeted to ) 


lived a finful Life, read with a Willing- © 


to be Reformed, that you may nei- 


ther be an Tmnortby Communicant, nor - 
NoiisxCommuricant ; and if 


an Unworthy 
you receive any benefit, give ge to 
ow a Heaven. 
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H E great Con- 

tempt . that is 

caſt upon Re- 

ligion in this 

- Age in which 

W we hve, G& elpp- 

2 cially upon this 

_ great ORD 1I- 

NANCE of the Bleſſed Sacrament 
of the LORDS SUPPER, hath 
made all undertakings of this nature” 
very ſeaſonable. I queſtion whether 
there was ever any people, of, what 
| Rcligion foeyer they vere that ever. 


flighted 


: The Unwozthy 


flighted any Inſtitution which they 
called Divine, as many thouſands of I | 


Chriſtians flight the Sacrament. 


If there were no other Argument I 
to convince Chriftlans of their duty | 
to Receive, and the danger: of Neg- ® 
 Iefting; the Cunning and- Subtilty ? 
of the Devil, the great Enemy of |} 
| our Salvation, by which he Cheats | 
men yr- reference to this Ordinance, 


might be of great force. 
If we had lived with our Saviour 


inthe World, or with Nis Ap PILL 


after - his Aſcenti - into. Hover 
we. could not havens Oo 
dering the plain wards f 
tion, and the oblitms;.C 
ces that accompaniea(it;, an 
the: care; and conſlancy” | 
Chriſtians to obſerve it according 
to "that plain Inſtitution, that ever 
there-ſhould be a generation of Chri- 
ſtians in the World, who fhould make 
any ' Diſputes concerning = 
:Who /'cofild *have” thought, that 


there ſhould have: .been- any _ : 


= 


cs .hn .i.aad;Q2 Art oO 9.9450 1 


"#4: ian Wh bh. my 


Ge % DRE = ax our {E-4 


Fh | FEM thoſEto whom he 
Ke: as ? And the Apgſtle-tdlls 
FG 4 Us T Cor.LI.VEr.2.7,28,2.9. 
in three | RR, tc ogether of . chat Res» 
CRAVING up 2s. well as the: Bread; 


ge gy of the henry, Pho heh ures | 
th; 


go <>== 


wt e. Prieſts of Rs... 

ws ER, hed, that 
191d, have been ſuch a 
nan-ſenſical onceit as Tranſubſtan- 
tiapiom, which 15; contrary - to; the 
very. Fn -4 A Lane 2 Tees 

y. happy. for the Primitive Chri- 
A Re was no ſuch, Con- 
ceit.. | bony 10. their dayes; .for if it 
had; E: ; would exceedingly . "have hin- 
8! ng of the , G.O'S- 
an had come to a 


gl , tin 

Hoa peer 
i 129 29] him, that. a peice 
br er a few Prayers, 1s no 
B 2 longer 


+ The Unworthy 


} er Bread, but the vety Body of = 
Chal his Saviour, and he Heathen SH: 
hail taſted of it, and found 'thar it | 
was" yic but Bread: ſtilf, | fiely I; 
he would have tryed to laugh thar | 
to dearh, - and t0 hifs him | ry 
our of the World.” If the Reathens &} 
had "heard any ſuch thing, they fo 
would have conichided, That 'Ehrifti- I tl 
ans were 4 ſort of men, who were |© { 
deprived of their Sefiſes, and that all T v1 
they ſid, concerning Chriſt's Myra- 
cles, and Arp Noe tedtion, © his” 
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cention, and wet. of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ich” Iowed it, was as 


true” as 'Tranfibſtantiation. And 
if they had faid that they eat their 
God, 'they would' have” concluded, 
Thar they deſerved' to! be lated of | 
all men, and-to be devoured/by wild 
Beaſts*Cone of their Crueltics HL the 
Chriſtians) who devoure(] their God; 
Or" elſe they woult have” defired | 
that they night eat with'them : . for, 
they © could © be" contented* to: tear 
him with het Teeth, to” ſhew their 


on OW dF 
OP "IRE. 


EY 


OR” ha 


$7 9%," ace RG IND 
ra Tee 


Soar ame tut. at 2 28 S--9 = w& 


of ' | 
nt | Hatred. Jinſt [2x And his Doarine, 
it F Beſides, It. is an inſignificant conceit, 
ly Jin that no man can imaginet, what 
at } bod it.could do him to cat the ve- 
m ry Body of his Saviour. _ 

1s | Who could have Imagined, that a- 
Y | mongſt the men of .oyr own Religion, 
I» Þ there . ſhould be a generation that 
'E | ſhould throw the Ordinance away as 
i Þ uſeleſs and inſignificant ; pretending 
i- Þ that they receive Chriſt in; their 
> | br and therefore there is no need 


» | _ of the outward Ad; As if none 
s |} were to Receive the Sacrament, but 
1. l l choſe that are, Unworthy, ſuch as 
r } A * receive not Chriſt 1n their Hearts ; 
- i | * Qr as if thoſe ty whom our Savi- 
| 7 our gave it, who had forſaken all 
1 ] for his fake, did not receive Chriſt 
. ; in their Hearts; Or as if the Pris 
LL mie Chriſtians, thoſe Holy and 
d | 5 Hz Martyrs,, who were conſtant 
aieants, did not receive Chriſt 
(Hearts, But alas, theſe 
poor aflefled Creatures are pufft up 
with 4 conceit, that they are more 
B3z holy 


YES 0 WW, cewuhge. 


many more, who are Unworthy Non- : 
Communicants, who live'in the cort- 5 


&- 


ha thoſe Bleflec} Marryrs rs were | in 
my that the know the' mind” and & me 
deſign of © rift” "beter fn, "they | Co 


did: - eV 
But to come Hicks nearer'to thath al 
which is my * chief”, Deſign,” Who # w 


could have imagin'd Fragz eyer there ® o' 


ſhould be men that*expe&” Salvation 7 
by Chriſt (ſach-as have none of theſe 
Enthuſaſtick Whiraſeys)' who ſhould 
think it a very indifferent thing, whe-M 1 
cher | they obſerve ' this' , Inſtitution 
of our” Bleſſed 'Lord;* or let it alone, x 
although Chriſt commanded rhat it! - 
thould be Received? q 

There are' too'many amongſt us, 3 
who ate Unworthy Communicants, © k 
men that do not tear God, and walk | | 
in: his wayes; who do not take care } 
to keep their Souls pure and Lindefi- ? 
led, for which the Blefled Sacrament ? 
was appointed:* But there afe 4 great 


CROFT 
. 


tinued Negledt of rhus'] teat - Ordi- 
Nance ; . fuch as are fo far from .cry- | 


. 
- att. 
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NowCommuntcant, 7 
(51 : ing as'the Diſciples did; Lord ever- 
and & more ' give us this 'Bread, that they 
ey & concern not themſelves, whether they 
'@« {| ever: partake of it: And-that 1s not 
hat & all, :but they think they do very 
ho well in it; that they conſult their 
ere * own Safety, and befriend their own 


ton 3 Souls, by abſenting from ſuch a dange- 
eſe# rous Ordinance, as the Sacrament 1s. 


1d &F Nay, they do not only abſent from 
# it themſelves, but either blame, or 
# wonder, at leaſt, *at them that adven- 
2 ture to come to'it; as thoſe that 
it 3 know not what they do; and they 
2 account that thoſe Laws which re- 
XZ quire men to receive the Sacrament, 
Z are molt 'Tyranical, and no more to 
{ be obeyed, than Edidts which ſhould 
command men, to damn their own 
Souls. 'Thus ! thus! are:men delus- 
} ded by theDevil, and affrighted from 
: . that Opdinance, which if they right- 
- } Iy underſtood, they would not tor 
- >} all the World, live. in the neglect of 
- 3 1t | | | 4ÞÞ> 
X | Weare offended at the Church of 
288 B 4 Rome, 


8 The Unwozthy - | 
"— 
Rome, as well we may, and pitty the w 
People. of that Religion, for being® 
content with. half the Sacrament 3 C 
but what ſball we fay, when: they £ 
tell us, that our people are conten; i x 
without any ofit? ' + - ' - ff 
Had we heard our $aviours-Inſti- 7 
tution of it, with the 1moit endear- © 
ing and obliging circumitances, The 
fame night in- which he was Betrayed, ® 
which thewed that it was his far- 
wel-Gift or Token of his Love: Or * 
had we lived in the firſt and pureſt *% 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and ſeen with * 
what Conſtancy as-well as Ardency, 3 
th2 Sacrament wasCelebrated among(t 7 
them; and if any by the cenſures 7 
«f:the Church, were :kept back from 7 
the Lords Paſſover, what a 'dread- * 
iu! condition: of Fear and Horrour 7 
they were in; how they lay pro» * 
ftrate at the Church-dpor, and,;begg'd * 
with Tears and grievious Bemoanings | 
the Prayers of . the Communicants, *% 
that they might be Admitted again 7 

with them to the Lords Table, - we 
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he# would not have imagined, that ever 
© there ſhould be a Nation, in which the 
$3 Chriſtian Religion ſhould be profef 
3 ſed, that ſhould have thouſands in it, 
2 who had rather be without theSacra- 
 # ment than haveit: Who ſhould think 
-/ that they can better be Saved withs> 
> out it, and that their Receiving of it, 
© would rather endanger, than turther 
&&, ® their Salvation? © | 
-® . And if we conſider likewiſe, that 
=Z our Saviours Inſtitution of it was af 
Z ter he had ſpent the hſt, and there- 
fore we account it the beſt, part of 
his time in perſwading, and com- 
manding his Diſciples to love one a- 
nother,' and to be one as he and his. 
Father were one, which we may take 
as preparatory to his Inſtituting the 
Bleſſed Sypper; and if to all this we 
add, how careful the Primitive Chri- 
ftians were, to obey them that had 
the Rule over them, and watcht for 
their Souls, . in obſerving thoſe Rules 
which they preſcribed for the Admi- 
piſtration of the -Sacrament (which 
FOI | Rules 
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Rules are many of them bbſeryed-in # 
| the Church of England-at this day): ® 
It cannot but ſeem very'fſtrangs and 7 
be very grieyous to all-goed 'Chri- 7 
ſtians amongſt us, that there-ſhauld 7 
be ſuch cauſeleſs Diviſions, and Se- #® | 
parations from ' this Bleſſed Ordi- © 
Nance. | FT | 
To the end therefore, that men & 
may not diſhonour their Profeſſion, | 
nor becheated of that Spiritual Food, 
which Chriſt appointed for the nou- | 
riſhing of their Souls to eternal Life, | 
upon any pretence whatſoever, I ear- * 
neſtly intreat, and :beſeech all Non- % 
Communicants, ſeriouſly and imparti- * 
lly to conlider theſe' following 2 
Gunes :..::; *: + . + il 
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I. It is the great, Duty, as well-as 
the great Priviledge, of: every Chri- 
ſtian, to Receive the Lords Sup- 
mere -.\l. +; As BIA. <7 
_ It is our Saviours-Command, Zhis 
Do; and} it is+ great. and apparent 
Diſobedience . in... every - g's 
| | 64 who 


ww - - w# 


in # who Apes it nor. 1 think it very 'ne- 
): 3 celſary, that this ſhould be my firſt 
'# Afſſertion, becauſe: the Practice | of 
7 moſt _ men - doth ſuppoſe, that e- 
7 very man is left at: his very; and 
#Z ought to be ſo; whether he will 
2 Receive it or not:. And if he-Re- 
 ceives not in a whole year, or many 
= years ;. or not 1n all his life-time, or 
' riot till he is in his laſt ſickneſs (and- 

| then calls for it,.,not for . any love: 
# that he hath -to Chriſt, or ' any. 
delight that he takes in the Ordi- 
nance, . but to make an experiment, 
whether that wall .eaſe his tormen- 

ted mind, when nothing elſe will) 
that in all this negle&t he hath. net 
offended God. That if he ſhould come 

# to the Sacrament, he might have 
4. cauſe-to repent ;, but. his turning his 
F back upon it, though | never fo. of- 
ten, xyeeds uo Repentange, - _ 

/ © There are a great many, who if 
zZ they are required- to come ;to-the 
7 Lords Table, anſiyer,; Fhar they are 
not ſatis ed to Recaiye, Butt vious 
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232 "'L he - CHULL 30:1 m__ 
fain, know-of thbſe men, how they 
can be fatisfied'to- let it alone and to } 
to/ tirr their backs upon it, when th 
others under the. ſame Obligations, of 
do make their ſolemn Approach to MD, 
I am ſure, there never was any Wo) 
Divine Inſtitution, concerning which, _ Kit 
the people under that Difpenfation, - Evi 
thought they were left at "their li- Win 
berty, whether they: ſhould obſerve. KH 
it or not. « Every Male was Circum- BD 
ciſed, Concerning the Paſſover, we Wt 
read, Exod. 12. v.28. And the Chil- Ra 
dren of Trael went away, and did as ih 
the Lord had commanded Moſes, and 1 
Aaron, ſo did they. It is ſirange to MY \ 
conſider, how all the Rirual and Cere- } 

| 


monial Laws were Obſerved: That * 
Burthen which they were not able to 
bear, they did not dare to thraw off: Þ 
And yet that the ' Bleſſed Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, ſhould be flight- 
6d, as if it were no Divine Inſtitutis 
on, but only that which our Saviour . 
mention'd, and left it to the pretieg 
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of 7 his Diſciples and Followers, whe- 
Kher they would obſerve it. 

= T can not Imagine, what expall 

'Mtion the Nort-Communicant can make. 
IS,  Mof the words of the Inſtitution, This 
Do #4 Remembrance of Me. He can 
| Tnor bur fay,. that it is | Xonrioad En- 
 Bjoynied, and he cannot but fa that 
Fir is of Univerfal Extent, Sa-" 
viour did not fay, you may do Fhis 
in Remembrance of Me, if you pleaſe. 
e. He did not fay kſt the Beſt of my 
- KDiſfciples. do. This; "thoſe. that are 
e Eftrongeſt, and of the higheſt Rank, 
- Find let” others omit it: That had 
/ F = to. leave both unſatisfied : The 
) 


T froogeſt being humble” and modeſt, 
by Do alwayes be ſufpicious, that 
I chey had nor Arrived at a Degree 
T high -enough, there being no” Stan- 
| dard; and the weakeſt would he trow- 
# bled, "that they were'not perinitted to' 
3 partake, and knew not when they 
Z ſhould” Bur he faid, 7bzs' Do, with- 
{ cur any Reſtriction: or Limitation 5 
; —_— tho. Obſeryance- of ; it, 


by 
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by all thoſt who & ect "Salvation by 7 to 
His Death,, and'Sn crings. | © Wn 
-- Befides the Inſtirutio on of it by 0 

Saviour; fie Aipodiiion, th oy N 
Apoſtle to tlie. Corinthians, . 3s ve Ol 
O rvable, T Cor,-I1.-28. Tet _— On 
Examine himſelf, and 'ſo let him, "Eat Us ti ry 
that” Bread, and Drink of that Ca, ou 
The, Apo {tle dorh not ſay, Zet a manjith 
Examine ww 2h that he may | OW: 1 Ih 
whethet he ſhall Receive or not ; 5 

he ee either” Eaf,.. or. let it "alone, 3 


according as ie fipds himſelf diſpo-# 
{d in his. Vn mind ; If he, be Rell. 4 
gioully diſpoſed, "[et.” him go to the 2 
Lardgs , Supper, Bd not, let him, ſtay. 
away ; Blit, Let 'a man Examine 'him-.. re 
ſelf, ps Jo Jet. hin. Bat, &c. -. plainly, x 

infimating, that the. Sacrament was; Þ 
an Ordinafice, not. to. be di enſed JP: 
with, but 'to be pre ared tar:; * and; Ft 
that; no. man, "can fatisfy , his. hind 7 
A neglect it, - becauſe he. is: Unwor-- | ; : 

hy, cj, Ju mult, prepare and Papal 


5, LT pf Rot "tay © any "more, | 3 | v 
to 


m—— 
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i _—_— 
by.Fto ſhew; that it is the'duty of every 
_ "ne," who-'calls! himſelf” a Chriſtian, 
Jur td Recdive the Bleſſed Sacrament; - Tt 


» 
2 : 
w4 ? 


1c, FCommunicants being 'very"gfeat, in 
0- ome. places, it 'is 'ympeſliÞle- to be 
[i- performed.” To this'T 'may' Anfwer, 
 Fthat-it/'regard, our -Saviout- made no 
Deterinifation in this Matter} - It. is 
Frequiite,' that every 'one ſhould take 
his Meafores, - from 'the appointment 
'Yof'the* Church; and from his own 
id particular © exigentes, and © neceſſi- 
dM ties,- 3203. 70150 2 cap 
d * At firſt, the Chriſtians met toge- 
r-" 7 ther, and” received- every day*of the 
e 7} week; their Hearts: were  Triflam'd 
3 wirh Loye'to their Saviour, and'they 
> 7 were-in+ continued /expeRation, by 
o 8 Mar- 


*; Kt 
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Martyrdome to. be ſent to bim.. | 
terwards, it-came to four timps.in t Ya: 
week, beſides the Feſtivals. The ay 
poinrment of our Church is, that 6 | 
very. one ſhould Receive at leaſt thred e 
times in the year; and I conceive} - 
that the monethly ' Adminiſtration off - 
it, in gtcat and populous Cities i 7 
partly, - that there ſhould not be ſol 
reat 2 concourſe. at the Feſtival] i; 
as that it ſhould be impoſſible to Ad-M: 
miniſter it to all at once, and much% 
more, that thoſe who are 2ealouſly af- 
feed, and find a greater necellity $51 
than' others do, of Receiving.it often; 
might have the more frequent Oppor- i 
tunities: For, the reaſon' why it is fc 
not Adminiſtred eyery:Lords-day-(as? 
was formerly, and for that; reaſpn, 3 
the: Communion. Service, is ftill CON-"} 
tinzed in the Church when there is 3 
to! Adminiſtration): is' not" becauſe ® 
Chriſtians may, receive the, Sacra-. 
ment too often, but becauſe the Com-'# 
monnels of -it, may leſſon. that Re-'} 
verence and Eſteem, which ip$0, be: I 
ad' } 


#7 $44 i WE ch RC” IS es es es. rn POE - 
_ DIED _ p=ge7 —_ ry "—_ m— oy 
a _— — LG os wats = 4 _ — — — =_ 
ADA 4. i = - 
— oo + x3" 


| PonCommanigane, i'7 
| Yhad for that. great and. flemn. —_ 
Roance, .It would be a happinebs 'in 

ap-Adeed, if from. the number of. Zealois 
SCommunictnts, we ſhould-fmd/'it ne« 

eſfary to:Adminiſter the. ng 

, Fry Lords-day. IVE 


F "I z{ b 2 
= II. The danger of. Unworthy Rei 
 lotcerving is not 10. great-a&many. think 
ir is, who flee. trom the: Sacrament 
#as that which would: bringjithem in« 
$0.2 very. great, and -rrecoverable 
Adanger. It-is not an; unpardonable 


ity ZSin, but that which may! be amen- 


"3s 
G th 


is Bfor the fatifution of thoſe who are 
'I Funder ſuch terrible fears of being Un- 
In, Iworthy, Communicants,.. that they 
IN ZCommunicate not at all, which I am - 
is Fapt to think;. is the common caſe of 
iſe ® Non-Communicants in our Dayes. 
a-}- Theſe diſquieting Fears, proceed 
n--& from a miſtake of two exprettions in 
= the Apoſtles Admonition to the Cor- 
be: 2 rinthians, x Cor. I1. 29. For the that 
7: WY C eateth 


7) be Unwanhy 


careth ane drinteth ©moorthily, cater 


end drinteth Damnation to himſelf, mi 
i the Lords Body. They dg} 
not y underſtand what is meant 
and drinking UOnworthil, 
nor - by eating and drinking Damnatil 


ov. And for want of a right under? 
of theſe Expreſlions, they 
ſtart from the Sacrament, as if ths 
Lords Table were become a ſnare. The 
_ __ 1ghted, that Chriſts Co ; 
nothing to them, not 
a —_ benefit which he declared ro? 


Diſciples they ſhould receive by? 


4 
s ; 
s 
« _— 


- 


AT 


” 
Je 


; . 


a 
1 
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ne 


it. When they «th how former aged * 


frequented the Sacrament, they re 
ard it not, but think that they have] 


vered a danger which their fore Jt 


fathers never found out. They think? 


that they are in the fureſt way to 


Salvation, that come not to the Sa 


crament ; and the ſeldomer that any; 


one Receives, the leſs danger he does | 


incur to himſelf, And: from a miſtal 
of this place it is, thet many very 


Pics, & therefore Worthy Calhnnieg 


. cants,? 
fo 


1 Non-Communicant. 15 
*—ibants.coihe fiot tothe LordsTable with 
Fl oy and Alactity of Spitit, which 
* + become the Welcome Gueſts- of our 
-anf Bleſſed find Bountifal SAVIOUR, bur 
þ;1jre oppreſſed with Fears and Terrours, 
a:;8Þ5 ifthey ſuſpected their coming would 
der&Þe to their Prejudice. Ls 
he © AS for the word aratiog, Univer thy : 
thagThe ſenſe in which we commonly 
heW@nake uſe of it is a good intefpreta- 
ome 10n of the Apoſtles meaning. 'Wedo 
notFhot call a man Unworthy, becauſe he 
| ro ath not attained toany high Aecoms | 
by iſhments; becauſe he is of rheaner or | 
ge Yower degree than others ; nor do we 
T6 Feall a man Unworthy, becauſe of 
aye Wome Faults that he is guilty of, eon- 
ro Widering that in many things we Offend 
Ya/l. But we call him Unworthy, who 
Feoth a baſe Act from a baſe Deſign: 
ZWecadl him Unworthy whois a Diſ- 
*#ſ{embler, who pretends Frietidſhip to 
Fanother for his own ends, but it ap- 
| Lover that he hath no real Kindneſs 
him; He.is Unworthy, who caſts 
2 coiitempt upon him ——— ought 
4 4 


terhgean 
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20 4 Lhe; UpnWorthy - 
to reverence, and honour as his, Sy 
periour. - In ſuch .a ſenſe as this, ig 
we are: to anderſtand the Ms he 
the Apoſtle. He: 1s, an Unwo! he 
Communicant, . who. pretends to be 
the Diſciple of. the Eord, and: takes 
no care to keep his Commandmen k 
He-is an; Unworthy. Communicant 
who. pretends great honour and-re 
verence-:for his Saviour. and ;his Or 
dinances, agd yet cqmes Unreverenth 
before him, which. was the C orinthjan 
. Cale, / 
For the right underſtanding of thi 
word, no man mult make the eſteem 
which he hath for himſelf to. be high ty 
Rule; for then we ſhould conclude to 
that our Saviour made a Feaſt with It 
2 reſolution that none ſhould partake} Cc 
of it. 'The impenitent Sinners GuiltY 74: 
tells him that he is. Unworthy, andjff £O 
_ the ;penitent Sinners Humility tell ſh 
him that he is Unworthy ; and ſo bylj V1 
conſequence, none. muſt come to thelſ| Pi 
Sacrament. According to this, jRule# 1: 
-the Apolile hunieltwas an Unworthyjj £© 
Conry us 


A 
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. is 8ComYr inicant ; *for he calls himſelf 
g ofthe \Chief of Simners, If this were 

the Rule, every man ſhould be a Wor- 
 belfehy-Cagnmunicant, according to the 
keefgood conceit that he hath of himſelf. 
ntsFThe boaſting Phariſee ſhould be Wor- 
by, -and the poor humble and pe- 
Mnitent Publican ſhould be Unworse 
thy. ' 

5 15 great pity, © but that every 
angood Chriſtian ſhould underſtand the 
| true ſenſe of the Word, becauſe, 0- 
this therwiſe thoſe who are moſt Wor- 
emi thy, by reaſon of their great Humili- 
hi ty, and felf-Abaſement, are moſt apt 
de to conclude themſelves Unworthy, 
ith It had been, great pity, that the 
akeF-Centurion ſhould have loſt his er- 
uiltf rand to our Saviour, becauſe, he ac- 
zndj8 counted 'himſelf Unworthy that he 
elf ſhould come under his Roof. . Our Sa- 
byg viour would have accounted it great 
the pity, that the woman of Cana ſhould 
ale, # have been rejected, becauſe,ſhe accoun- 
hy| ted her elf as Unworthy, as a Dog. It 
m-# isa great pity, that any humble Chris 

| C3 ſtian 


ſtian ſhould be kept from the Sz 
crament becauſe he thinks himſe| 
Unworthy of it ; for, the ſenſe of hut © 
Unworthyneſs dath ſhew thay he 1 
Worthy. TOS 
"Thoſe who are under this miſtal, 
may be better Informed, by reading 
the Form of Adminiſtration in out 
Church. ' We do not come to th 
Lords Table, and ſay, * Lord, we 
_ * have now gotten a great Conqueſt þ 


*ver our ſins, we are now Arrived tj 


*a high meaſure of Grace and Piet) 
*beyond other men, and therefor 
* now -we account our ſelves Worth 
*Communicants, and ſuch as are þ 
x P Sup with our.Lord. But on 
contrary, we acknowledge and bewai 
our manifold fins and wickedneſs, whit 
we have grievouſly committed ; we ac 
knowledge, that we are not Worthy 
gather the Crumps under his Table 
Sc. By which it appears, that none 
are to Receive the Sacrament, but 
rhoſe that, in this ſenſe, judge them 
ſelves Unworthy of it, - - 
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"© That every one therefore, ma 
{Fhave a right. Notion of this Ward- 
worthy: The Rule which they muſt 
i$judge by, is the Word of Ged. Every 
Eman muſt account himſelf Wor- 


akeffthy or Unworthy to Receive the 
ind Sacrament, not according to what 
ou he thinks of himſelf, but according 
th to what God's Word declares con- 
' wi} cerning him. They are Worthy, 
ſt of whom God accepts of, according ta 
d tf his Covenant of Grace, declared in, 
jet and by the Goſpel. He that is ſin- 
Ore cerely Penitent, though he cannot 
thi think himſelf Worthy, yet, God de- 
- {lf clares him to be ſo; and therefo 

A he is a Worthy Communicant, _ 
wall is offenſive to God and injurious to 
hi himſelf if he comes not to the Bleſſed 
24 Sacrament. He that ſincerely deſires, 
y #4 2nd endeavours to walk in the wayes 
ble# of God and Religion, though by 
nd xcaſon of his' many failings in his vy 
ay Duty, he thinks himſelf Unworthy, 
mJ yt, God accoynts him Worthy, 
E WT G4 and 
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734 The Unvwozthy | 
ind therefore,: he ought” to: come to 
the. Sacrament, 'and--to' come with 
great Jey and Alacrity of mind ; and 
the Sacrament 15. very proper for him, 
becaule,./it 5 /an [excellent meanes to 
help him againſt that-which troubles 
him. Ni E 2 | | 
- Thereis atrwofold Unworthyneſs; 
as to the Perſon, and as to the man- 
ner of Communicating.''' As to the 
Perſon, when he is in a-finful and in» 
penitent State, when he allowes him} 
{elf in ſenſual Pradtiſes, and takes plea 
ſure in. them, though he' knows 
that he' Acts contrary to the Com] 

mand of Chriſt ; either trying to fa-} 

 tisty himſelf with Atheiſtical hopes| 
| that there's no World: but this, or) 
elfe with the hopes of” an aiter Re-# 
pentance, which 1s the common ſnare 
of the Devil. This Perſon can not? 
be a Worthy Communicant, for, he is 
at enmity with God in his mind : -HeF 
15 a Rebcl againſt the Law of Chriſt, 
which . his intention to. repent aſter-Þ# 
_. wards,doth {uppoſe.He is one who can» | 
not 


. This was a 
Corinthians were guilty of, they came- . 


not think himſelf welcome to:Ohrift;: 
becauſe, he will not ſuffer him to he : 
his Lord to Rule over him. . . 

There is Unworthyneſs likewiſe, 
as to the manner of Receiving, and 
that is, when a'man doth not Re-. 
ceive with Revereiice as becomes him, 
in that ſolemn Approach 'to . God. 
great fault which the 


Unreverently and diſorderly to the 
Sacrament from their © love-Feaſts, 
forgetting that they were not m their 


own Houſes but in Gods Houſe, and: 


that they were not eating at their own 


'Tables but at the Lords Table, This 


is the proper meaning of the Apo- 
{tles expreſſion in the next words, 
Net diſcerning the Lords Body ; an ex- 
preſſion which T have heard ſome Pa- 
piſts make ufe of, for their whimſey 
of Tranſubſtantiation, .as if they Eat 
and Drank Unworthily who did not 
diſcern by Faith,” that it was the ve» 


ry Body of our Saviour: : but moſt 


gertain jt 1s, . that the Apoſtle had a- 
nother 
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nother meaning. The word 4-«:e've | 
' ſignifies both to diſcriminate and to 
 Aanctiſy; and fo the propertſt Ace 
count that can be. given of it is, | 
that he who doth not Receive after 
a devout and religious manner, is Un- 
worthy. | 7 
I hope I have faid enough to take 
off the unneceſfary, and cauleleſs fears , 
of thoſe who are humbleChriſtians, & 


© that they will not any longer give the 


Enemy of their Salvation this advan- 
vantage againſt them, but that they will | 
take right Meaſures, and be ſo far | 
from keeping from the Sacrament | 
becauſe they think themſelves Un- | 
worthy, that they will account it a | 
good qualification for their Welcome | 


| at; the Lords Table. Let fuch per- Z 


ſons look into the Holy Goſpel, and # 
they will find, that ſuch perſons as * 
they are, were not only accepted of ? 
Chriſt,but highly commended by him, : 
and therefore are the maſt Welcome 
Guelſts at the Lords Table. 

| The next thing to be conſidered, 


SO 
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is, what the Apoſtle means by eating 
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and drinking Damnation ; which is the 
aftrighting reſſjon that makes 
thouſands afraid to Receive the Sacra- - 
ment. Thetrembling ſinner is affrgid 
that this brings men into the condi- 
tion of, rhoſe who were my 
the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that they have committed a fin which 
ſhall never be forgiven them: That 
they having received Unworthily, are 
irrecoverably Loſt and Ruin'd; That 
they have ſwallowed down Poiſon 
to their Souls, and can never woau/t 
it up again. And if theſe be the in- 
terpretations that ſinners make: of 
thoſe Expreſlions, that it is very hard 
to ſay who is worthy to Receive z 
and yet if a man be an Unworthy 
Receiver he- is from thenceferth in a 
ſtate of Damnation: It is no wondeg 
that there are ſo few Communicants. 
That I may therefore ' rectify theſe 
miſtakes, I deſire theſe things may 
be conſidered, © | 
' 1, It was not the defignof the A» 
| _—— | -oftle 
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Apoſtle by this Expreſſion, to feare 
the wickedeſt' men 'amongſt Chriſt; | 


ans from the Sacrament, but only 
that they might Repent and come 
to-it: He did not ſuppoſe that what 


he-faid he'would make any afratd to - 


perform their Duty in obſerving this 
Ordinance; norhadit any ſuck effect 
upon "thoſe to 'whom he wrote this 
Epiſtle. ' He waSa more faithful ftew- 


ard and Servant of Chriſt, than to do. 


any thing with deſign, to diſcourage 
thoſe from coming to his Maſters 
Table, who were1nvited to prepare, & 


to':come to 1t. If he had, he had been- 


as Unworthy a/ Miniſter, as the worſt 
finer; can - be an ' Unworthy Com- 
municant. ' It is of - great moment, 
and'rmay exceedingly: tend to the fa- 
tisfaction of the: ſcrupulous, when 

ey read the Scriptures, to conſider 
well what the deſign of the Pen-man 


is::ifor by this meanes they will 


prevent miſapplications, which are 
of very ill Conſequence. 
-- 2. The word which is tranſlated 


Dam» 
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Damnation, is . =&e,; which ignites 
Judgment, and doth as. well tignific 
any temporal evil which befalls men 
in this world as the . puniſhment in 
the. helhſh State. And fo. the mean- 
ing is. this and no 'moxe:. He. that 


Earcth and Drinketh Unworthily of. 


fends God, and provokes the. Judg- 
ment of God againſt himſelf. _ . -: - 
: 3. The caſe 'of the Corinthians. is 
to be conſidered, and that may.tend 
excccdingly to.. the fatisfaction . of 
thoſe that are thus affrighted : x. They 
had : received Unworthily ; but yet - 
the. Apoſtle doth nor. tell them that 
they are Damned, orthat they are in 
a loſt condition, and. muſt now -per- 
riſh for ever; but Admoniſhes them 
to be more careful for. the rime to 
come, that they. might come - with 
better Preparation than they had be- 
fore. 2. Incating. and drinking Un- 
worthily, they had cat and. drank 
Damnation to themſelves in the Apo- 
ſtles ſenſe: They had eat and drank 


Judgment, as appears in the next 


Verſe, 


4 


go —hr Unnvozedy 


Verk . For this caſe are are? 
ld flekly- 30u, and thay ſeep. 
From which it 1s Wh Were] that God 
Kane « Plague ar Gets By for their Un- 
worthy Receiving, 3. It muſt be con» 
ſider d,that the Apoſiſe only blames the 
«Corizthians for that Fault hich they 
were then p of, which was their 
Unworthy Receiving, Melry= were no 
> aka in thoſe © Gn Pe yoke 


Vaked the 8 _ Gdtdamne aboj oo 
ves, and an opportunity of receiv- 
ing, rt it were Adminiftred eve- 
Yy day in the week, above all the en- 
joyments of the World. There was 
therefore no occaſion for the Apoſtle 
to tell them the Danger of living in 
the negle& of the Sacrament: If |} 
EEE | 
ine but that the e wo : 
have threatned Damnation as well to | 
Unworthy Neglecters as he did to | 
*Unworthy Reccivers of the Bleſſed Sa- * 


ed > as we hoes \ Ht BY A re © a &@& © HA XS 
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} the Malfactor, who beggs his Life, 
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oor? If this which the Apoſtle ſaith 


of Eating and Drinking Damnation be 
the cauſe of Mens being- afraid to 
come to the Sacrament, they may for 
the like reaſon, be afraid to 

other Duties of Religion. 

If any Impenitent Sinner Prayes to 
God, without a reſolution to avoid 
the ſame courſe of Life, he cannot 
think but his Prayers will provoke 
God to puniſh him, rather then ob» 
tain favour to him: that he hath 
reaſon to exped that the Judgment 


| of God, both in reference to this Life, 


and that which is to come, ſhould 
be the conſequent of it. He is one - 
who confeſſeth his fin to God, bur 
doth not ſo much as intend to forſake 


E ir for the time to come: And this 
muſt certainly be a great Provocation 
; of the All-ſeeing God ; For a Man to 


retend thar he is ſorry for what he 


; hath done, when he is not reſolved to 


amend, . | 
If an earthly King could know that 


' \nten» 
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intended to: do the fame: wickedneh 
for which he deſerved to dye before, 
he | would:;-be ſo far. from granting 
his Petition; that he would haſten tus 
'Executtan, |. 

The Almighty God, the Great 
King; of : Heaven knows this to be:the 
Sinners caſe, ;that although he ſtands 
condemned for ; his. evil deeds, yet he 
. beggs -pardon, onely as a thing. in 
courſe, , without any reſolution of a- 
mendment.;'.and can, it be imagin'd 
that any thing leſs than- Damnation 
ſhould; be the end of this Sinner. 
There is. one caſe in which the Sinner 
doth. directly Pray Damnation to 
himſelf, according to, the Apoſtles 
Phraſe, and that isthe caſe of the Ma- 
litious. and . Revengeful Sinner, he 
Prayers to God to forgive him his treſ- 
preſſes as he. forgives others : That is 
not at all,..It is as, if. he ſhould fay, 
Lord be thou revenged on me, for I 


am reſolve to be revenged on my 


. Brother: : 'Beſides, there: 1s no more 


cauſe of Terrour from this Expreſſion 


of 
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of the Apoſtle by which Sinners are 
ſcared from the Sacrament, than there 
is in that of. So/omon by which wick- 
ed men may, be afraid to Pray, Prov. 
15.8. The Sacrifice, that is the Prayer, of 
the Wicked is an Abomination unto the 
Lord. Hethat doth that which Gcd 
loaths, that which 1s an Abomination 
to him, certainly can expect nothing 
but Damnafze#- to be the end of. it. 
I woul1 fain know of the Non-Com- 
municant whether, if the Apoſtles 
expreſſion had been Ze that Fateth 
and Drinketh Unworthily is an Abomi+ 
wation...uuto the Lord, and Solomons 
expreſſion hadbeert, The Prayer of 
the wicked bringeth- Damnation to 
himſelf; that he would have Receiv- 
ed the Sacrament, but never. pray'd 
to God. | 
I may likewiſe inſtance in ' that 


great Duty of hearing Gods Word. 
Certainly every man will grant, that 
for a man to. come to the Houte of 
God, to hear what God requires of 
him; without any intent to do it, and 
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accordingly comes from hearing Gods 
Commands with a reſolution to break 
them, can expect nothing leſs than 
Damnation to be. the conſequent « 
it. And although this be the caſe 
of thouſands of Sinners, yet they are 
not afraid to hear Gods Word. 'There 
15 no more cauſe of Terrour from this 
expreſſion of the Apoſtle to Unwor- 
thy Communicants, than there is 
from many Expreſſions of our Savi 
our and his Apoſtles concerning Un 
worthy Hearers of Gods Word. [| 
may inſtance firſt, in that of ow 
Saviour, Luk. 8.18. Take heed therefore 
how you hear ; whoſoever hath to him 
ſhall be given; and whoſoever hath not, 
from him ſhall be taken even that which 
he ſeemeth to have. It our Savio 

had onely given the Caution, 
Take heed how you hear, it might 
ſtartle the unprofitable Hearer, and 


give him juſt cauſe to expect Judgments 
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if he were not careful2 But our Sa 


viour adding, For whoſoever hath to 


him fball be given, and from him that 


hath) 
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hath not, from him ſhall be taken away, 
even that which he ſeemeth to have, is an 
expreſſion which fignities the conditi- 
on of a careleſs Heater to be ſo for- 
lorn, that-it may make every ſuch 
{ſinner afraid to enter into Gods 
Houſe. The meaning of our Savi- 
our by that proverbial ſaying is, He 
that 15 an Obedient Hearer ſhall grow 
in Grace and Knowledge, and be in 
the caſe of a Rich man who*%ncrea(- 
eth his Riches to a great Eſtate ; but 
the careleſs Hearer who doth not 
oug eive diligent Attention, and who 
fore comes to hear without reſfolntion to 
him Practiſe, 1s ike a man of low De- 
no gree who by taking no care to 1m- 
vich prove his Stock,loſeth that little that hz 
our hath, and comes to intolerable Begga- 
on ry and Miſery. How dreadful is the 
ght} Condition of that man, who may be 
and faid to hear away all that is good? 
7 Who, the longer he Hears the leſs he 
SE Regards and the worſe he is. __ 
) 0 TI might inſtance likewiſe in the 
hay compariſon which' our Saviour makes 
athy | D z between 


— 
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between a diſobedient Hearer, and the 
fooliſh man who built his Houſe upon 
the Sand, Mat. 7, 26. of which he 
faith, great was the fall of it. We can 
not imagine the great fall of a Difo- 
bedient Kearer to be any thing leſs 
than a fall into Damnation and ever- 
laſting Miſery: And yet men are 
not therefore afraid to hear Gods 
Word who refuſe te do it. I may in- 
ſtance likewiſe in in the exprefſionsof 
the Apoſtles ; St. Fames faith, Chap. 1. 
V. 22. Be ye doers of the Word and 
not hearers only deceiving your own ſelves. 
How do men deceive themſelves, but 
by expecting Salvation from Hearing, 
and Damnation muſt be their Por- 
tion ſor not doing. And yet the fin- 
ner doth not fay, I ſhall but deceive 
my ſelf, and therefore 'tis in vain for 
me to go to Gods Houſe to Hear his 
Word. There is another expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle; 2 Cor. 2.16. 7o the 
one we are a ſavour of death unto death. 
The : Apoſtle is. ſpeaking concerning 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and the 


different | 
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different Effetswhich it hath upon 
men in reference to another world. 7: 
is the ſavour of death unto death; an 
expreſſion alluding to ſtrong perfumes 
which are pleaſant to ſome, but are 
like poiſon ſuddainly deſtructive to 
others. It isas if the Apoſtle ſhould 
have ſaid, Though to ſome our Preach- 
ing the Goſpel is exceedingly beneit-- 
cal, yet to others who regard it- not 
it is moſt certainly cdeſtructive, 
for it brings eternal Death. There 1s 
more terrour in this kxpreilon than 


there is in that ofthe Apoſtles eatzng 


and drinking Damuation; for that, as 
I have ſhewed, ſignifies any tempo- 
ral evil as well as the Puniihment of 
another ſtate; But this of the Apo- 
fille Hgnifies only the Death of the 
ſoul in another world ; And yct for 
all this men are not afraid to hear 
the Goſpel Preached to them. By 
this I hope it hath appeared, that 
there is no more reaſon why Chr:- 
ſtians ſhould be afraid to Receive the 
Sacrament from that Exprefiion of 
D 3 the 
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the Apoſtle, than they ſhould be 
perform other Duties of Religion, con 
fidering what the Scripture faith 
concerning thoſe that are Unworthy 
Performers of them. 

* $5. I may add mm the laſt plac 
That this Expreſſion of the Apoſtle 
how ſevere ſoever it may ſeem ti 
be, is no part of revealed Religior 
properly ſo called. Revealed Relig 
on 1s that of God, which we cout 
not know if it were not told us. Bu 
this of Unworthy Communicant 
eating and drinking judgment to them 
ſelves, 1s that which the Corznthzant 
and all Chriſtans might know, though 
the Apoſtle had never faid it. Ever 
man by the light of natural Reaſoi 


knows, that he who doth not liv 


in obetience to the Laws of his God 
or comes Unreverently before him, i 
not accepted of him ; but on the co 
trary, doth provoke him to anger 
and conſequently ' to puniſh that of 
fender who dorh thus diſobey an 
contemn him, | 3, 


| 


= A og, wy o& 


won ond + AA > jou} & 


Non-Communicant. 39 
ay If Heathens had been negligent or 
TE unreverent in their Sacrifices, and a 
= plague had hapned* amongſt them, 
= as it was ſuppoſed to be the caſe 
of the Corinthians, they would doubt- 
© leſs have concluded, that the Plague 
came becauſe of their Neglect of their 
- And therefore it isa hard caſe 
that men ſhould be ſo much afraid 
of the Sacrament, becauſe they are 
told of a danger which Heathens 
themſelves might have known in the 
like caſe | 
"Es very probable that the Coriz- 
thians were 10. apprehenſive of the 
infinite love of Chriſt, and of: the 
benefit which was to be recei- 
ved by. this Ordinance, that they 
were, not ſo well aware of the danger 
of Unworthy Receiving as they might 
have been; and. therefore the 
Apoſtle thinks fit to give them this 
Admomtion, by which they might 
underſtand that,, although rhe 
benefit was great to the Warthy Re- 
 cerver, yet a Man muſt not be fo 
ent - - D 4 pre: 
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prefumptuouſly confident of it,. as 
to think that :he - may come: to it 
without a due - conſideration: of, and 


preparation for, ſuch a near and ſo: 
lemn approach to God. | 


- TIT. The danger of Unworthy 
NegleQting the Sacrament 1s general- 
Iy greater than the danger. of Un: 


worthy Receiving. I know that this 


Aſertion will ſeem ſtrange to-many 
and may be very offenſive to ſome, 
who for many Years have heard'the 
Duty of preparing mightily urged, 
but have never heard that it 15a Du- 
ty. to partake, They have heard the 
danger of Unworthy Receiving ſtrain- 
ed beyond its due bounds and limits, 
but have heard nothing of the danger of 
Itving m the continued Neglect of this 
Ordinance. But '-though I do not 
{peak the Senie& of 2 great many' in 


this: vicious and. divided Age, yet I | 


hape every one will grant thatT ſpeak 


-the Sence of all Mankind in all 'for- | 
meriApes, in Ttcference to divine and | 
JW © 4 poſitive | 
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poſitive Inftitutions. Thoſe, who ofeld' 
were called Gods People, becauſe they 
had entred into Covenant with him, 


| had poſitive Inſtitutions from. God; 


which they were duly "to obſerve; 
and to ſandify themſelves for the 
performance of. We-are not toima- 
gine that they thought their external 
Sanctifications were enough, but that 


| there-muſt be an inward - Sandtifica- 


tion of the Heart, to which the other 
did relate, And although they were 
defective” in this, as appears by the 
great complaints which God 'made 
againſt them, yet they did not dare 
to neglet the Obſervance of Gods 
poſitive Inſtitutions; but all the peo- 
ple were careful to do what God 
commanded as to the outward Act, 
though — were negligent as to the 
inward diſpoſition of their Minds and 
preparation for it. When our Savi-* 
our came into the World, the Paſſo- 
ver was duly obſerved by thoſe 
whom he condemned as the worſt 
men in the world, but yet he no 
where 


where tells them that they ſhould 
not have obſerv'd it,or that it had been 
better that the Ordinance | had been 
_ Wholly laid aſide. 7hough all were 
vor. Iſrael that were of Iſrael, yet all 
accounted it their Duty to obſerve 
the Ordinances of the God of 1/- 
rael. | 
__... If welikewiſe conſider the Practice 
of the firſt Chriſtians, we ſhall find, 
that they accounted Non-Communi- 
cating to be the greateit danger. If 
they had accounted that there was 
leſs danger in being Non-Communi- 
cants, or that they might have been 
very good Chriſtians though they 
did not Receive the Sacrament, or 


that it would be no great danger to | 


their own Souls to live in the Neglect 
of it, they would not have lain pro- 
ſtrate at the- Church Doors, beg- 
ging the Prayers of the Faithful, that 
they might be admitted to. the Sa- 
crament ; bur have liv'd very conten- 
tedly without it, as a great many do 


30 our dayes, who it may be will | 


ſay, 
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fay, that it was the Ignorance of thoſe 
Chriſtians which made them fo fond- 
ly deſirous of it. Excommunication, 
by which they were debarred from 
coming to the Sacrament, would have 
been no trouble to them, but they 


would have lived very contentedly 


without it. Beſides we find that when 
the Corinthians had received Unwors- 
thily, the Apoſtle charges them zo 
examine themſelves, that they might 
be better prepared; but afterwards, 
when Chriſtians began to be ſo remits 
as not to receive at all, it was deter- 
min'd in a Council at Ayxttoch, That 
all Non-Communicants ſhould be Ex- 
communicated ; they were not thought 
worthy of the name 'or ſociety of 
Chriſtians, who ſhould turn their 
backs upon the Holy Ordinance of the 
bleſſed JESUS, as if it were unnece{- 
fary to obſerve it. Doubtlefs the moſt 
wicked Chriſtian in. the World will 
not be puniſhed for coming to the 
Sacrament, ſimply confileeet but bes, 
| cauſe he did not prepare his Mind by 
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leaving off - his wickedneſs., He did 


that which was required of him, as 
to the outward Act onely, he did not 
take care to - prepare himſelf for it. 
But more particularly. 

I. Non-communicating 1s a more 
manifeſt contempt of the Authority 
of God. A Law-giver is exceeding- 
ly deſpiſed when his Lawes are not 
obſerved. It is an - Argument that 
his Authority 1s diſputed, or that thoſe 
whom he compands are not obliged 
to obey him” Who can imagine that 
the Uuworthy Non-Communicant 
ownes that God hath exalted Chriſt 
To be a Prince and a Saviour, and that 
he hath given him a Nome above eve- 
ry name, When he turns his back up- 
on his Inſtitution, as if it were ſome 
Uſurper that hath ſaid Do this, and one 
whom Men need not own as their 
Prince, and as their Saviour 2 'This is 


ſuch a contempt of Chriſt's Autho- . 


rity, and ſuch a reproach tothe Chri- 
ſtian Religion, that I may fay Zell it 
wot in Gath, G&c. Let not the Hea- 


thens 
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thens hear that Chriſtians have {6 
little regard to their Chriſt, as that 
they do not obey him in that Com- 
mand which had a ſpecial Relation 
to what they ſay he did for them, 
They have more reverence and ſhew; 
more regard and obedience to their 
Gods which yet are no Gods, as appears 
by the account we have of their Sa- 
crifices. Let not the Mahometans hear 
of it: They are diligent to obſerve 
the commands of their Mahome?, in - 
abſtaining from what he hath forbid- 
den, and in their Religious Duties; , 
praying five times every day, becauſe: 
they ſay that he had Authority from 
God, and what he commanded they 
are obliged to do. Tell it hot to the 
Fewes ; they obſerve the- Ordinances 
of Moſes to this day in many things, 
becauſe they own his Authority from 
God: Theſe Men of other Religions 
ſhame Chriſtians, and may conclude 
if they hear of Non-Communicants, 
That there are many who call them- 
{elves Chriſtians, who do not believe 
in 


from God ; for they do not account 
themfclves obliged to obſerve his Ritey 
and Inſtitutions. This contempt « 
Chriſt's Authority cannot be ſo deep- 
ly charged upon the Unworthy Re 
ceiver. That , Servant who is not 
careful to do his duty after ſuch a 
manner as his Maſter requires of him; 
is not {o guilty of contempt, as he 
that turns his back, and doth not do 
it at all, | That Chriſtians, becauk 
Chriſt requires them to be Chriſtians 
indeed, his Difciples, and becauſe they 
are threatned with Puniſhment if they 
are not careful to perform their Duty 
as they ought, and as they may do, 
ſhould think to,avoid Puniſhment, by 
not doing their Duty at all, is ſuch 
a Way tO avoid Puniſhment, as no 
Man ever yet thought of, and nothing 
but the deluſion of the Devil could 
ever put into the Minds of Men. 
_ 2+ It is @ greater contefnpt of the 
love of Chriſt. The love of God the Fa- 
ther in ſending Chriſt into' the co 
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is unconceivably great: God fo lo- 
ved the world, fo infinitly, ſo tran- 
ſcendently, ſo beyond all that Tongues 
can exprefs, or Hearts conceive: And 
Chriſts giving his Body to be broken, 
and his Blood to be ſhed, is ſuch an 
exprefſion of Love, as is only fit to 
put us into an Extaſy of Admirati- 
on. The Apoſlle tells us that it hath 
length and breadth, and depth and 
heighth, and that it is a /ove which paſ- 
ſeth Knowledg, A love which can not 
be deſcribed, and therefore God ak 
lows us an Eternity to admire it in-: 
That God ſhould become Man, that 
He ſhould Die to whom it belongs to 
give Life, that he ſhould Die for Ere- 
mies, that He ſhould Die ſuch an-ip- 
nominious Death as the Death of the 
Croſs, &c. Now we muſt know, that 
this Sacrament is an Ordinance which 
Chriſt appointed on purpoſe to give 
us a hvely Remembrance, and a 
{ymbolical repreſentation of that 
unconceivable Love: And although ' 
the-Unworthy Communicant is Un- 
worthy 
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worthy indeed, in that -it- hath not 
ſuch an influence -upon his Life 1as it 
ought to have, yet in regard that he 
comes to the Sacrament, and by his 
outward reverence doth acknowledge 
Chriſts Love to Sinners (and it may 
be hath grief in his heart at that 
time to think that that love hath not 
obliged him to better Obedience) he is 
not 1o muclito blame as the Non-Com- 
municant who turns his back. upon the 
Ordinance, as if Chriſts love Exhibited 
and repreſented by it were not wor- 
thy of his notice. 
'- 3- They caſt great contempt upon 
the Wiſdom of Chriſt, who frequent 
not the Bleſſed Sacrament. Their 
Neglect of it ſuppoſeth that they 
think there is no great need of it, or 
-no. great good to be received by 
It. 
There are a ſort of People a- 
' mongſt us, who upon all occaſi- 
. ons declare that they hope to be 
ſaved, who yet think they need not 
Receive the Sacrament ; ' And what 
| do 
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Go theſe men leſs than charge Curitt, 
that this Ordinance, which he appoin- 
ted as a means to Salvation, might 
as well have been let alone. It 33 
through thelr own great Folly that 
they call the Wiſdom of him who 
is the Wiſdom of God into queſtion ; 
their. not conſidering, that the good 
that is to be Received, is only trom 
the Bleſſing of Heaven upon that Or- 
dinance which Chriſt appointed.. 'The 
Non-Comtrunicant . ih this cafe 15 
like Naamany the Leper, 2 Mings 5. 
10..11. whd was willing to go.to the 
man of God to be recovered of his 
Leproſy ; but he was deſirous that 
it might be done without his uſing 
any Meainis for it ; eſpecially ſuch as 
he-could not undefſtarid ſhould afforJ 
him any benefit, Eliſha ſeat a Meſ- 
ſenger unto him, ſaying, Go and Wiſh 
in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fleſþ 
ſhall tom? again unto thee, arid thou 
ſhalt be clean." Bit Naaman was Wroth, 
aud ivent away, ard ſaid, Behold, IT 
thought, he will ſurely come out to me, © 

ts E and 
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and land, and call on the Name of the 
Lord his God, and ſtrike his hand over 


the place, and recover the Leper. Are: 
not _Abana and Pharpar Rivers of 


Damaſcus, better than all the water; 
of Ifrael> May 7 not waſh in them and 
e clean > So be turned and went awa 
in a' Rage, In like manner the Not 
Communicant knows no reaſon, why 
ie ſhould go to the Sacrament to be 
cured of his Leproſy. It is enough, 
* he thinks, that Chriſt died for Sin- 
ners, and that he believes it, and that 
he is ſorry for his Sins and asks God 
Pardon, or intends to do ſo: Ht 
knows no need of the Sacrament, 
or to what purpoſe it was appointed, 
ut as Naaman kept his Leproſy ti 
e was perſiwaded to waſh in Fordax; 
ſo Sinners have all the reaſon in 
world to expe, that'the Leproſy 
their Souls ſhould cofftinue till the 
frequent the Sacrament, it being a 
Ordlneace which Chriſt appointec 
and therefore they have no reaſon tc 
expect the cure of their Souls with 
Out it. The 
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thefl - Ther Unworthy Communicant ac- 
ver knowledges by his devout Receiving 
4: of it; that-it'is an Ordinance of Hea- - 
off ven, worthy of all Reverence (though 
er; he fails in examining ' himſelf before 
ant] he'romes to: partake. of it) and' that 
val from' which great benefit is to be ex- 
o-| peed ;* but rhe' Unworthy Non- 
by Cofrimunicant flights:it as inconſide- 
 beſſl rable''and unneceſfary 'to be abſer- 
gh ll ved. Andevery. one-knows that in ſo 
10-M doing he calls/inro: queſtion the Wiſs 
hat dom of our Blefled: Saviour. - 
50dſl © © 4. /Non-Communicants are worſe 
Hl than Unworthy Receivers, in-that 
ntl they caſt away theprofeſſion of Chrj- 
ted ftinnity, and that Publick /Declara- 
till tion” of the benefit of the Death and 
as} Sufferings of Chriſt, for which this 
the Ordinance was ' appointed.- * When 

* our [Saviour ' ſaid, Do this. in remem- 
brane of Me: And-the Apoſtle, As 
oft as ye Eat this Bread, and Drink 
this Cup ye do fhew the Lords: Death 
until: He-come'; Or xarayyinere, declare 
yethe Lords Death; It is very; plain, 
FDI "© WU that 
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thar the Sacrament was-not only in- 
tended for the. private” good: and. be-i 
nefit of | the Receiver, but. to be 
up. the honour of God and the . Chri- 
ſtian Religion in the World : . That it 
ſhould be uſed: for a publick Decla- 
ration, : that Chriſt :is the Saviour of 
the World, and that there is no other 
Name under Heaven by which-a man 
can be Saved : ' That his Death and 
Sufferings was the  expiatory Sacri- 
fice for the Sin-of' the. whole World : 
And that thoſe who have not | the 
Goſpel Preached, .but have only the 
guide' of their own! Conſciences and 
of natural Religion; are ſaved-by ver- 
tue: of his Death,: though they do 
not: krow him ;- becauſe that it is by 
him that Gods Anger” is appeaſed: to 
wards Mankind.;; By this we fhew 
, forth the .. Lords Death, what a great 
and mighty Saviour he made. himſelf 
by dying-for Mankind. VE 
The: Unworthy Receiver is exceed- 
ingly to-blame becauſe he failes.in the 
Practice of Religion: -:But the _ 
D "__ m- 
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Communicant 1s more Unworthy,' for 
he failes not only in the Practice, but 
in the ' very Profeſſion likewiſe. It 
were'not improper to ask lum when 


heiturns his back upon the Sacrament 


what Religion he is of, that we may 
give an. account to them that ask 
us? If he faith a Chriſtian, why 
doth he not own it by his folemn Ap- 
proach to that Ordinance which Chrift 
appointed for that very end? If he 
faith he goes to Church, ſo may, and 
ſometimes do Jews and Mahometans, - 


men of other Religions. | 


5, Non-Communicating is of more 
dangerous and pernicious Conſe- 
quence- than Unworthy Receiving, It 
is not onely in many reſpes more 
offenſive to God, but likewiſe more 
deſtruCtive to the Souls of men. This 
may appear by a more general or a 
more particular and ſpecial Conſide- 
ration. Non-Communicating 1s the . 
great Inlet both of dreadful Diviſions 
and horrid Debaucheries; which with 
forrowful hearts we have great cauſe 
to complain of. E 3 It 
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- "Tt hath been, the great JInler- to al 
manner of Dz#vifrons by which thi 
Church of Chriſt, which is his Body, 
is torn Limb from Limb, and, - we 
fear, is never liketo be healed in .out 
daies.  'The caſg is plain though there 
were..nothing of ſad Experience to by 
alledged. . | ' <a 
. So: long as men keep in ſocis 
ties, though but civil Societies, and 
are Obliged to obſerve Rules and Or 
ders: If any Controverlie ariſie, the 
diſftisfied perſon,partly by his oblige 
tion to thoſe rules and orders,and part- 
-ly by the advice: and councel of the 
reſt of the ſociety, doth not preſent: 
' -y ſeparate but ſubmit ; or f he be 
ubboen and infolent he may be turn 
out of the Society, -and be liable to 
ſevere penalries,till he be more made}, 
humble and compliant. Bur ifhe thinks 
himſelfunder no obligation to obſerve 
the rules and orders of that Society, 
and no penalty be inflicted, then he 
breaks away and makes Parties and 
brings all into confuſion and dif 
.prder, | in 


| Non-Communicant. 55. 


TIrthe cafe of the Sacrament: - If 
every one, who is. admitted by Bap- 


Wtiſm to be a member of the Church 


of Chriſt, doth account it his duty as 
a member of that Society, to obſerve 
the rules and orders of the OChurch, 
Peace and Union is maintain'd; but 
if men think they are not oblig'd, 
but wholly left at their liberty whe- 
ther they will partake of this Or- 
dinance or let it alone, then it's no 
wonder if the members of that ſo- 
ciety be Scattered into as many div1- 
ſions and parties, as the great Enemy 
of the Sacrament and of their Salva- 
tion pleaſe. OD 

For many years after our bleſſed 
Reformation from Popery, there were 
{o many received the Sacrament, that 
the number. of inhabitants in every 
Pariſh was beſt known by the num- 
ber of Communicants. In thoſe haps 
py .dayes of the Churches peace, Maf- 
ters and Miſtreſſes came at one Come 
munion,& their Servants after publick 
Catecluſing and private Examination 
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by their Miniſters, came the next 
Communion. It could not be Ima: 
gined but that there were ſome Un- 
worthy Communicants amongſt them; 
There were ſuch.in the Church & 
Corinth, and will be in all Churches 
to. the end of the World, But that 
Evil was nothing in cumpariſon of 
the miſchiefs « Mb have happend 
ſince mgn took their Liberties and 
forſook the Sacrament. Pariſhes noy 
may better be computed by the num- 
ber of Non-Communicants, and thok 
that run from the Sacrament, rather 
than of thoſe that come to it. | 

I cannot in this place forbear men- 
tioning the ſubſtance of what I late 
ly heard from a very Aged, Grave 
and Pious Perſon, who is now very 
conformable to the Church of Fug: 
land, We were lamenting that the 
people would not te periwaded to 


abſenting was occaſion d by the fad 
Diſtractions and Divyſions that-are ip 
[the Church:.-*I was, ſaid he, one of 
4 
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.come t0 the Sacrament, and that their: 
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{hoſe whoin the begining of the late 


<troubles found fault wih the Sur- 
*plice and with the' Croſs in Bap-' 


.. *riſme,' and there were others who: 


were diſcontented_ at" thoſe things, 
* who were good and holy men.- But 
© am-confident, if they could have 


 *fqreſeen the dreadful miſchiefs that 


* have happened unto the Church, 
*they would never have ſo much 
*as opened their lips, much leſs have 
* done any thing againſt the Church 
* ax it then was. = | 

I know there ought to be great 
care taken to keep off ſcandalous Com- 
municants, and there would be grea- 
ter care taken if the Diviſions of the 
Church did not hinder it. But Ithink 
all ſober People will ay, that if all the 
vicious men in Fng/and came to the 
Sacrament, it would not be ſo great 
a ſcandal to Religion, as the dreadful. 
Diviſions and Separations that have 
been in the Church, ſince the People 
took their hiberty to turn their backs 
upon that holy Ordinance, and many 
En Tos” - _ Mi. 


Miniſters made "it their buſineſs to 


make them araid of it, by Preaching. 
thedanger of Unworth Receiying,but. 


not of Unworthy Neglecing of it. 


Another great Evil which is the. 


Conſequence of Non-Communicating 
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is horrid Debauchery and Prophane- | 


neſs; ſuch as never was or. could be 


whilſt the Sacrament was Frequen- 
ted. There are thouſands in this age 
Who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
_ often ſay that they hope zo be ſaved, 
bur are fo far from living like Chri- 
ſtians, that-they would be abandoned 
by ſober Heathens as unfit for Humane 


Society. If we look into the Records 


of antient times we fhall find, rhat 


though there were grievious Wicked- 
neſles & Impieties, yet they were atten- 


ded with ſome kind of fear and ſhame ; 


but in our age Wickedneſs inſults,as if it 
hoped tohave a better reputation than 

iety and Vertue in the World. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the ſins of Heathens 
pb. 5.11. calls them .the. Onfruirful 

Wark; of Darkneſs, And in ov: 
| "FRA ; *. & cr & 
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Verſe he tells the Ephefears, that 29 is 
a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe things which are 
=_ in Secret. - _ ms age Wicked- 
6 appears Openly,asifthere wereno 
ſear —_ Gs Defonmed kak \..._ 
In former :times they, that were 
Arunk were drunk in the Night, 'but- © 
now tis Scarcely xcooumed a: fans 
and therefore is become a Noon-day 
Entertainment. - In formex times -1t 
was the fin ofa rude ungovern'd Rab- 
ble. When: Hamab was falkely ac 
cuſed of being drunk;-.count not, faid 
ſhe,thine handmaid for a Daughter of Be= 
lial ; Belial ſignihes without Togt,and 
it is as if ſhe had ſaid, 1 am none. of 
thoſe unruly- forlorn Miſcreants that; 
will be drunk. I fappoſe the pro 
verb may be very antient As druwk 
as a Beggar. But now tis the fin (if 
I may be fo bold as to -call it ſa) 
of Lords and Gentlemen, and is in 
as much Eſteem amongſt too many! 
of them, 'as if it were-ſome:breaveAt+ 
chievement, for which @-man is wills 
ing to.adventure the Ryins-of himſelf 
and famuly, Whore 


- 
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harh exceedingly abounded.lt is an Old 


it is new. In Fobs time the eye of the 
Adulterer waited for the twilight,Chap. 
24. 15. The Whore which Solomon 
"ſpeaks of, Prov: 7.-9. was only to: be 
found in the Twlight, in the Evening, 
in the black and dark night, and ſhe 
Was accounted to' have an impudent 
| face, v. 13. But how impudent are 
thoſe Whores who appear in the 
open ſtreetsat noon day, tempting all 
that paſs by to their filthy Embraces? 


'Wee read in the Scripture of the Ate 


tire of a Harlot,but now there is in this 
1mmodeſt age nodiſtinction;but by the 
few of women wee may ſuſpect that 
the Attire of Harlotsis all the faſhion. 
- Theſe two Sins have of late years 
ſo much abounded, that there - are 
thoyſands who are fo far from living 
like Chriſtians, that they are degene- 
rated from the common Principles 
of Humanity, and watild'be a: ſhame 
$0 Heathens if they: lived amongſt 


fin, but the Impudence that attends 


"Po-Communiant, 64 


them. -- Theſe, ſins have made many 
to become , worſe than: beaſts'in the 
eſteem of all that are vertuous. And.I. 
am-ſurethey-have made them become 
P. Devils, to themſelves and famibes... 

| : There isanother dreadful Sin whocks 
fm abounds, and-that is profane Swear-. 
7, | ing. | A Sin which men commit on- 
e If ly becauſe the Devil will have it ſo 
t || for there is neither profit nor pleaſure 
e || in it. -Some-are ſeldom. guilty of. it 
e | but when they are provoked to An- 


6 
l  ger,and then they mult berevenged by 
2 || abuſing the name of God Ec deſtroying 
» | their own Souls: which lets us ſee what 
s || fools the Devil makes. them thar for- 
> || fake Religion. Sometimes it is atten- 
t | ded with murth and jollity ; Laugh- 
ter and Swearing go together, as if 
; | to abuſe the Holy Name of God were 
> || a help to. Mirth. . But: the reaſon of 
; | it is this,- the Deyil will. . not 
have -his- ſervants to haye innocent 
; | Mirths if they ſhould, their Dam- . 
| nation, would not be.encreaſed as he 
- | would. have it -upog ; all occaſions. 
me- 
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Sonerimmes we: obſerve mien fy 
m their ordinfry - Converſs"as 4% 7 
wete-a price to their ' ſpeech: -Of 
which tlie trueft account” that I caiv 
gives; that their Hearts are: ſo filſſ 
of Wickedneſs, & of contermpr'of God 
and- of Religion; that it- continirally, 
45a thing in courſe, runs our #t their 

Mouths. 
'f may add aertivr Inipicry which 
HC — 2nd that 
is rempr -of Religiot! upon! the 
Lords Day. ' "Men of other" Religions 
may call ir the Devils Da Days "confide- 
rig what horrid Wic _ mer 
ate guilty -of on-that Day; -He hath 
fnore* ſervice done him-on Fhat day 
then inall the week beſides. ''*Tis be- 
come 'the Ale-houſe-keepers Market 
- —_ Fair-day. If Chriſtians 
their Souls on+that day, 
d not/pay their Revits. | 

e Widkednefſes and many more 
Kave  bottilod: exper row of Non- 
Communicettihs.- - It 't ' Urigodly 
Wreches Rad for turn'd-their backs 
upon 
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upon the Sacrament ar firſt, when 
x they were of years in which ny 
Or fl might have [been capable. of Receiv- 
aifffl ing it, "and' the Church requir'd 
aff] it; if they had been under a Neceffi- 
od | ty of. receiving it ; no man can ima* 
y gine that they could have | been 
air guilty of ſitth horrid Sins, and have 
Iived fuch wicked Lives. *Tis poffi- 
8 ble that they might have been in a 
at | ſinful State, and ſo have been Un- 
he | worthy Communicants, and thereby 
ns8| have eaten and drank Damnation to 
e- | themſelves; But now they do mot 
en | apparently damn their 'own Souls to 
th | the bottapifeſs Pit of Deſtruftion, and 
y | they damn the ſouls of others; and 
& | in a ſenſe they may be fajd to danmin 
et | all Religion. bes 
ns | If theſe profligate Wretches were 
y, | fſtriftly required 'to come to the Sa- 
crament, they would” be under a-Ne- 
re | celſlity of reforming that they might 
n- F be admitted to_it. There would be 
y | an Admonition from: the Miniſter. 
cs There would be trerible'Checks pn 
cix 


their promiſe 6f Amieridment 


are admitted to' the Sacrament, they 


ſhall return to their former courſes ; 
Other Communicants would take no- 
tice of them, and give them friendly 
and godly Admontions, andif thoſe 
prevail not, they would | at length 
complain to the Church, by which 
they ſhould be forced to'live better, 
or be abandoned the ſociety of Chri- 
ſtians. But , when men turn their 


backs upon the Sacrament, they are 


then. ſtrangers- to their Neighbours, 
| or dt leaſt, there is no acquaintance 
gyith then. as ;they are Chriſtians, 

ey are little or nothing concern'd 
with one another in the things of 
Religion. And. if they are reproved, 
"they anſwer to the Reprover,  that- 
.he is nothing concern'd with them; 
Which they couldnot do if they Com- 
_ Municated together at the Bleſſed Sa- 
. Erament. "There is a great Ae” 
= (0 
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their own Qonſciences, which the Sa-! 
crament: would rouze and _ cauſe to 
terrify them. .. And if after Po 

they 
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of Unworthy Communicants (and I 
hope it is greater than there is Cauſe 
for :) But what a fearful cauſe is there 
fo complain of the Unworthyneſs, of 
the horrid and ſhameful Wickedneſſes 
of Non-Communicants ? i; | 

The conſequence -of Non-Commu- 
nicating may - come likewiſe under a 
more ſpecial Conſideration. There are 
Thoufands that are not openly ſcanda- 
fous. and profane, whoſe condition 
would not be ſo bad as it is, ifthey fre- 
quented the Sacrament. There would 
not' be ſo much guilt and trouble in 
their minds when they are in- health, 
nor {o much fear and diſquietment 
when ſickneſs comes, This is a plain 
caſe, and almoſt every days Experience 
proves the truth of ir. Let every man 
who lives in any known Sin examine 
hisown Mind, whether, if he were un- 
der a necetlity of Receiving the Sa-* 
crament, he would not be more afraid: 
tocommit that Sin ; whether he would: 
not be moreafraid to negle his Duty 
to'God' both-in publick and private? 
| F And' 
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And when he hath -Received after 


a ſolemn and devout manner,and know 
that he muſt ſhortly renew his engage 


ment to God again ;. He would nor be 


more careful ot his wayes? I know 
there are a great many who are afraid 
to come to the Sacrament ; but if they 
Examin themſelves, and ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the ſtate of their own Minds 
they will have cauſe to conclude, 
That it + is from a ſuggeſtion of the 
Devil, and that he makes them #* 
fraid to Receive, that they might be 
the leſs afraid to ſin. He may be 


 Unworthy who does Receive, he 


may be one that lives a ſinful Life; 
but we have much more cauſe to think 
him Unworthy and in a ſinful ſtare 
who Receives not at all. 

There 1s likewiſe a more dreadful 
Conſequence, in reſpect of Grief and 
Sorrow when-the Non-Communicant 
1s ſick, and forc'd to look back upon his 
former Life; which I have. had ſuch 


frequent occaſion to take notice of, 


that I viſit the Sick with ſome kind 
| | 0 
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of - Fear, leſt T ſhould find their 
Neglett ofthe Sacrament tormentin 
their Conſciences. I never yet heard 
any ſay; that they had damned their 
Souls by Recerving the Sacrament ; 
although I muſt confeſs I have heard 
{ome lament, that they did not come 
to it ſo qualified as they might have 
done. I never yet heard any fay, 
I withT had never received the Sacra- 
ment;although in ſome caſes, asT ſhall 
thew, there may be cauſe for Perſons 
to wiſh 10. But, that Men and Wo- 
men-have not received, -15'the Tor- 
ment of their departing Souls; becauſe 
then their guilty minds tell them, that 
they ought to have received it, and 
might have done it to their great Be- 
nefit and Advantage. I lately heard 
this Expreſtion trom a Sick bed, which 
I mention becauſel think very ulſeftll. 
*As for the Sacrament I was afraid in 
*my health to receive it, but I think 
*if I had received it, I ſhould have 
* been more careful of my wayes than - 
*F- have been. We'do for the moſt 
F 2 part 


part find, that Perſons are Comfor- 
ted or Tormented upon their Sick- 
Beds, according to their Communi- 
cating'or Non-Communicating in the 
time of their Healths. I know not 
which is more rare, in viſiting the 
Sick, to find a Communicant troubled 
in mind, ora Non-communicant that 
- 15S - not... 

There is another dreadfull Evil 
which is the conſequence of Non-Com- 
municating, (which I might have 
mentioned under the former head) and 
that is moſt groſs and ſcandalous Tg- 
norance. Therenever was any Age 
in which there were Miniſters more 
able to inſtruct the People, and ir is 
well known their way. of Preaching 
the Goſpel is moſt plain andintelligi- 
ble to the meaneſt Capacities. And 
yet The People periſh for want of 
Anowledg. In many places, by reaſon 
of the vaſt number of Inhabitants, 
it 15 impoſſible there can be a par- 
ticular care of their Souls by Con- 
verſe with. them m Private, whucit 

Is 
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is of great neceſſity and benefit; and 


there are a great many who would 


not endure it, but take occaſion to 
run from the Church. In the mean 
while there are thouſands who have 
lived long enough to be Zeachers of o- 
thers, but had need themſelves to be 
taught which are the Firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of God; Men that can give 
no Account of their Faith, nor up- 
on what Account it is that they ex- 
pect Salvation. And I am ſure one 
great Cauſe of this, hath been Neglect 
of Receiving the Lords Supper. For 
if men were frequent Communicants, 
they would be under a great Neceſ- 
ſity and Obligation to enquire after 
Truth, that they might underſtand, 
at leaſt, the Principles of their Re- 
ligion. They would be ſenſible of 
their Ignorance, and come to their 
Miniſter, or Converſe with other 
Communicants concerning the things 
of God and of Religion. The $a- 
crament would be a Means by which 


' they would grow 2» Grace and Xnow- 


F q ledge 


concerned to come ſametimes to the 


Houſe of God, and think that it is 


enough that they have been rhere, 
though they neither know nor Prac- 
tiſe more than they did before; and 
neglect that Solemn Iriftitution, which 
would make them more deeply con- 
cerned in the things of Religion: 
they remain moſt groſly Ignorant, 
T do not think that any man will fay, 
that the frequent Communicants are 
as Ignorant as thoſe, are, that never 
come to the Sacrament. 

By this time I hope I have ſuffic- 
ently proved my Aſlertion, viz. That 
there 1s generally more danger in 
Unworthy Neglecting, . than there 1s 
in Unworthy Receiving ; and therefore 
the Sinner is not ſecure, unlefs j 
| bein his Sin, who turns his back up- 
on this Ordinance from a ſuppoſition 
that he avoids cianger, or that of two 
Evils he doth chooſe the leaſt: Ye 
I am not willing to paſs to another 
head of Diſcourſe, till I have eartn- 
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ledgg. But whilſt they are only 
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eſtly intreated all Perſons, that they 
would not make an ill Uſe of what 
I have. ſaid. As the Apoſtle ne- 
ver intended, by telling the Corinth i- 
ans the danger of Unworthy Recei- 
ving, that any ſhould abſent from. 
the Sacrament ; So far be it from me 
to deſign by -ſhewing the danger of 


Unworthy Neglecting,that any ſhould 


come unworthily to Receive it, 
There is no Need, nor any Reaſon, 
for ſuch an ill Inference to be made 
from it. Beſides I have only aſſerted 
that it is GENERALLY more 
dangerous. I do not fay that it is ſo 
in every Particular Caſe. It may 
be there are ſome who come to the 
Sacrament on purpoſe to carry on 
wicked Deſignes,that they may be ac« 
counted not only Upright rowards 
men, but likewiſe Religious towards 
God. *Tis poſlible, there may be tome 
who come to the Sacrament, that 
they may covertly. carry on Trea+ 
{onable and Rebellious Defignes ; but 
I. am loath ta ſippolſe that there are 


F 4 any 


- it 


any ſuch who are no friends to Po- 
pery. If there be, it had been well 
for thoſe Judas's that they had never 
been born, and it would be well for 
the world too ita Milftone were hanged 
about their Necks, and they were caf 


into the Sea. Or it may be ther 


are ſome who come to the Sacra- 
ment, that they might be thought fit 
to be intruited with the Concerns of 
Others, and in the mean whule intend 
to cheat them. No man can think, 
-but it had been better for ſuch men 
if they had never come to the Holy 
Ordinance : Whether their Deſignes 
be againſt publick or private Perions, 
(though the firit is the moſt dread- 
tul Caſe) It was not Chriſt and his 
Commands, but the Devil and his In- 
ſtigations that brought them to the 
Sacrament, and from him they muſt 
expect their reward in the place of 
LTorments. - | 
There is( beſides open debaucheries) 
2nother particular Caſe, which renders 
tle Cqndition of men ſo bad, and is in 
WS; ſo mo 
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ſome the Occaſion of ſo-great a fcandal 


toReligion and to the Holy Ordinance, 
thatT will not ſay butir had been better 
if thoſe that are Communicants had 
never been ſo; And that is, That men 
ſhould Receive the Sacrament only 


for the fake of their Employments, 


and that they may keep places of 
Truſt, which are profitable and ibe- 
neficial to them. Chriſtians are to 
receive the Sacrament, becauſe it 
is an Ordinance which Chrift Com- 
manded; but thefe receive itt not 
upon any ſuch account. - So long/as 
it was only the Command of 'Chritt, 
they regarded it not; 'but when 1t 
became the Command of the King 
they made haſt to it. 

Chriſtians are to receive 'the Sa- 
crament for the good of their unmor- 
tal Souls;that having begun a Religious 
Life, they may grow in Grace, and 
be more :and -more .confirm'd and 
Rrengthned in the wayes of Rehgi- 
on and of Godlineſs. But this is none 
of their þuſines ; Thele men -eome 
to 


to the Sacrament about a buſineſs in 
which their Souls are nothing concer- 
ned. And well it were for them if 
their Souls could be nothing concern'd 
in it, He that will be a Worthy Com- 
municant, muſt Examine himſelt, whe- 
ther he can be content to forſake the 
World, and all the Enjoyments in it for 


theſakeof Religion? He is a Worthy 


Communicant indeed, who is fatisfi'd, 
that the Love he hath for his Saviour is 
ſuch,that he had rather quit the World 
and all the Enjoyments of it, than 
live without this Ordinance, But 
this man, upon Examination of him- 
_ felf, finds, that inſtead of being 
willing to forſake the World for the 
Love he hath to the Sacrament, he 
could be very well content to forſake 
the Sacrament, if it were not for the 
regard that he hath to the World. 
If, when men are under a Neceſli- 
ty of receiving the Sacrament, that 
they may continue in Places of Pro- 
fit as well -as Truſt, they take this 
opportunity to Examine their own 
= Minds, 
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Minds, Whether , they are in the 
 numpe] 


of rhoſe that fear, God, and 
ſincerely minde the things of Religj- 
on, and find: that they might have 
been Worthy Receivers, and that it 
hath been their great fault, that they 
lived in the Negle& of the Sacra- 
ment, Which hath been the Caſe of 
many? Or if upon Examination they 
find, that they are impenitent Sinners, 
that have allowed themſelves in ſins, 
cither of Commiſſion or Omiſſion, 
and do reſolve thaf for the time to 
come, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 
them, but they will every day Pray 
to God in their Cloſets, which our 
Saviour requires every one of his 
Diſciples to do; and that they will 
attend the Prayers - of the. Church 
with Devotion, and the Reading and 
Preaching of the Word. with honeſt 
Hearts? If they. are truly penitent 
for their former ſins, and. refolve ta 
avoid the Occaſions of Evil for the 
time to come? If in order. to theſe 
things they go to their own Miniſter 


or } 


think more fit to give them Advice 
- (which the Church allowes, becauſe 

it is a very tender Caſe;)And if they 
reſolve that they will be frequent 
Communicants for the time to come? 
They may then bleſs God' for that 
happy occaſion of bringing them to 
the Sacrament. But if men are Com- 


municants only for the fake of world- 


ty Profits, I will not fay, but it had 
been a leſs evil to have lived in the 
Neglect of it; It being a great Afﬀront 
to our Bleffed Saviour to come to his 
Supper. for the fake of this world; 
a great Contempt of the Ordinance, 
and of very ill conſequence to o- 
thers, who will by fuch Examples 
be brought to a very low Eſteem of 
It. p 


- But may it not be Objeted, That 
tt 15 therefore a very grievous thing 
that the Sacrament ſhould be impo- 
fed? Ts it not that which tends to 
the diſhonour of a "os and the 


prejudice of mens Souls ? 


ef. 
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- Anſ. 1 know. this is Objected, and 
there is a fearful Stir about it amo 

men of diſcontented Spirits, whoery, 
* What have Governoursto do to & 
« prive Ine of the liberty of Receiv- 
«*:ng then, and then. only, when I 
« find my ſelf. moſt fit for itz Why 
* ſhould it: be required that All ſhould 
« come to' the: Sacrament, when it is 
« not to be imagind, but moſt are 
«unfit for it? Can. it be ſuppoſed, 
* that All men have true Grace in 
« them? Do All belong to-the Eleti- 
on of Grace? Theſe and ſuch like 
Queſtions we meet withal. But I do 
earneſtly deſire the Reader, to: con» 
ſider in the firſt place, who they are 
thatare thus offended. I have known 
none, or very few, but thoſe who 
Receive not at all, who make this 
Cavil. And: the truth is, there ip 
more Reaſon why we ſhould-pitty and 
pray to God for them, than that 
we ſhould otherwiſe regard what 
they ſay. They have two very per- 
rictous: deſignes 1 it Ones! to in- 
dulge 
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dulge their I-uſts, which 'make them 
afraid to Receive the Sacrament, any 
where; The other is, todo miſchief ts 
the Chutch; for they do'thereby-en- 
deavour to exaſperate/ others agaidſl 
a lawful-Command, that tliey might 
ſeparate from her Communion. :- '* | 
That the - King may- - Command 
his SubjeRts to Receive the-Sacrament, 
is:ſo reaſonable, that T wonder: any 
Jhould: offer to Object* again(t+ it.'/ 
ſhould think-him very Arrogant, who 
Jhould fay, that although Chriſt ſaid, 
This : Do, yet Chriſtian Kings and 
Princes are not- at all -concern'd t6 
ſee it done:*- That although Kings 
under the-:Old: Teſtament-Diſpenſa- 
tion, were: favoured or rejected of 
God, according to their Care, that the 
people ſhould obſerve the' Ordinan- 
eces of God, or their Neglect in that 
great Concern; yet under the New- 
Teſtament-Diſpenſation, Kings are 
not to be concern'd whether the Or- 
dinances of Chriſt be obſerved ; but 
are to leave every one to their liber- 
ty; 
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ty. I could almoſt as well fay, that 
Conſtantine was' to blame for {ſetling 
Chriftiamty-in his Dominions by a 
Law,. as that Chriſtian Kings in 
ſucceeding Ages are to blame for 
taking Care, that the Ordinances of 
that Religion ſhould be duly obſer- 
ved. If any ſay, thar the King muſt 
then Command the Receiving it at- 
ter the manner that our Saviour -pre- 
ſcribed; I anſiver, that that Objection 
will only ſerve to throw the Ordi- 
nance out of the World; for nei- 
ther Chriſt nor his Apoſtles preſcribed 
any way. But more of this under 
another Head. . Wy. - 
As to what is ſaid concerning the 
Qualification'of Perſons, That all have 
not the grace of God, All are not 
of the number of the Ele, &c. I 
ſhall give no other Anſwer but this. 
When there comes a man to me and 
tells me, - that he is required to Re- 
ceive the Sacrament, and in order- to 
it he hath ſtriven againſt his Luſts with 
his utmoſt diligence; He hath imple: 
red 


red the Grace'and holy Spirit of God 
with the:greateſt earneftnefs,. ard yet 
he is forced: to continue under the 
power” of his. fin, . and muſt eat and 
drink: his own Damnation : I will 
ther conchade, that the Qbjection is 


of great; force ; but till: then I wiſh 


that all perſons would take care .of 
paſſing' ſuch. a Conſtruction: of ob- 
feure places of Scripture, as ſhall 
make thenr contradict the plaineſt 
Expreſſions of it,. and the Experience 
of every man that comes into' the 
world _ —© b 
This Objection | being anſwered 
. (for the fake of which. I have made 

an unwonted: Digreſſion) let me de- 
fire every: one who 1s required to Re- 
ceive the Sacrament, as a Teft to 
prove, that he fears God and is fiv 
to be entruſted; take heed that what I 
have faid' concerning the great Dan-" 
ger of Unworthy Neglecting, do not 
encourage hinv to go to' the Sacra-' 
ment without due Examination” and' 
Preparation: for it; ' I would —_ 
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{oath to be the occaſion of his Death- 
bed anguiſh of mind, when his de- 
parting ſoul ſhall be full of horrour 
to think that. he 1s going hence, and 
muſt appear before the Judgment Seat 
of him whom he regarded not ; but 
forthe ſake of this preſent World. 
It muſt likewiſe be conſidered, that 
F have been ſpeaking of thoſe who live 
in the Neglect of the Sacrament, and 
not of thoſe who ſeldom Communi- 
cate. I know it 1s the great fault of 
Chriſtians in this age, rhat they do 
not Communicate ſo often as the Re- 
verence which 1s due to the Ordi» 
nance, and the Neceflities of their 
Souls do require. But their tault is 
not to be compared to the fault of 
thoſe who live in the continued Neg- 
lect of it. I have no deſign to exre- . 
nuate the danger of Unworthy Re- 
ceiving in any : For although 1 have 
I hope, made it appear, that the danger 
of Unworthy Refuſing the Sacrament 
is the greateſt; Yer when I conit- 
der what a fearful thing it is for Sin- 
(3 BErs, 
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ners, who do not fear God, and fa- 
vour the rhings of Religion, to come 
as the true Diſciples of Chriſt, to 
this Ordinance; I Tearce know how 
to ſay that their danger is leſs. Let 
not therefore an ill uſe be made of 
what I have faid, but let every one 
conclude, having, often heard the dan- 
ger of Unworthy Receiving, and now 
read the danger of Unworthy Negled- 
ing ;That the Sacrament is a great and 
ſolemn. Ordinance which lies in the 
ſinners way to ſtop him in his broad way 


that leadeth to deſtruftion, and is a great}. 


argument to him to enter into zhe 
path of Life, For it is on one hand 
a dreadful thing, that the Children and 
Servants of the Devil who yeild Obe 
dience to him, ſhould come to the 
Lords Supper amongſt thoſe that are 
the Children and Servants of God, as 
if they could come undiſcovered to 
the All-ſeeing God : That thoſe whom 
Chriſt calls his exemies, becauſe they 
will not ſuffer him to Rule over them, 
thould comeas ifthey were his F m_ 
al 
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and Subjeas. And on the other hand 
for men to turn their backs upon this 
Ordinance for the fake of their Sins, 
and thereby to throw away the great 
Inſtitution of him from whom they 
declare that they expe&t Salvation : 
This admits of greater aggravations. 
Let every one therefore reſolve that 
he will avoid both theſe Rocks; by 
betaking himſelfto the ſincere Practice 
of Religion, and by. frequentiag this 
Holy Ordinance, by whi&h he will 
enjoy great Pleaſure and Satisfaction 


to his mind -in this world, and ob- 


tain good Afſlurance of everlaſting 
Glory and Happineſs in the World ro 
COLNE. 


IV. The Non-Communicant is Un- 
worthy in that he doth not only caſt 
Contempt upon the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, but upon the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm likewiſe, and'ſo both the 
poſitive Inſtitutions of our Saviour are 
inſignificant and of no account to 
him, 

G 2 The 
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The two Sacraments have a ſpeci- 
al relation to each other. 'The Lords 
Supper is a high Priviledge which 
Chriſtians have valued above their 
lives. It is the Souls Feaſ? of Fat 
Things. It is that Spiritual Banquet 
with which our Saviour entertaines 
thoſe who are dearer,than his Life was, 
to him. Baptiſm is the Ordinance which 
opens the door and lets us in to the 
Banqueting-houſe: None but thoſe who 
are Baptized are to be admitted to the 
Lords Supper. If then the Non-Com- 
municant regards not the Lords Supper 
he doth not regard but flights his Bap- 
riſm, at leaſt, fo farr as it hath relation 
to it. He that ſlights the Feaſt, muſt 
needs flight that which gives Admif- 
ſion to it. The Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper is a renewing of that 
Covenant which we made with God 
in our Baptiſm; and is not only a re- 
newed Engagement on our parts to 
Believe in God and to Serve him, but 
on Gods part likewiſe by which he 
feals to us the Forgivenets of our ſins, 
that 
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that we are his Children and Feirs of 
Eternal Life. If we care not for re- 
newing this Covenant, it 15 a ſign 
that we value not the firſt Agreement 
that we made with God in our Bap- 
tiſm. Beſides, the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper is a great means for our 
obtaining Grace to enable us to keep 
the Covenant of our Baptiſm. If we 
come not to it, 'tis a ſign that we 
have no mind to perform what we 
promiſed, which of our ſelves we are 
not able to perform. 

Were it not a little beſides my: prc- 
ſent purpoſe, I could eaſily ſhew that 
thoſe who are Non-Communicants, it 
they had not been Baptized in their 
Infancies, would never have received 
that Ordinance. No adult perſon can 
be admitted into the Church of Chriſt 
by that Ordinance, who doth not own 
the Faith and Solemnly engage to live 
as becomes the Goſpel. And thoſe 
that perform this which Baptiſm en- 
gages men to, are Worthy Commu- 
mMCcants. 


G 3 It 


If we ask the Non-Communicant 
how he came to becalled a Chriſtian, 
he muſt fay, *My Father made me 
*{o when I knew not what was done, 
* 2nd he or others Momiſed that which 
FT never intend to perform. 

I would argue thus with the Non- 
Communicant. Eittier you own your 
Baptiſm or you do not? -If you do 
not, why do you not declare it > Why 
do you call your {elf a Chriſtian, and 
Yrofeſs that you expect Salvation from 
ray who appointed that Ordinance 
to all that expet to enter into the 
Kingdom of God? If you do own 
your Baptiſm, why do you not take 
care to perform that reaſonable and 
neceſſary Engagement which you 
made in it, by going to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper for Strength 
and Power to perform it, 

But I had rather make another di- 
orefſion, which [ hope the Reader will 

excuſe, conſidering that it may tend 
tothe ſatisfaction of many who ars 
in doubt concerning Baptiſm, as it is 
| now 
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now. generally uſed in the Church of 
Chriſt. As there are a great many 

whoſe Practices ſhew, thatthey make 

no great account of their Baptiſm, {ſo 

. there are a great many whoſe Prin- 

ciples are utterly againſt it, . and ef- 

pecially againſt Infant-Baptiſm. And 

1n regard that the practice of the 
Church depends more upon Grounds 
and Reaſons from Scripture, .than 
from any Expreſs Inſtances in it ; and 
there are ſome places which ſeem, to 
ſome, rather to ſpeak againſt it than 
for it, and to difallow of it rather 
than to commend the practice of 
it; I ſhall for the fatisfaction 
of thoſe who encline to the Ana- 
baptiſts, and are willing to be fatis- 
fied (ſuch as have not taken up an 
Opinion and are reſolved to ſtick to it 
what ever any fay againſt it ; which 
3s the great Cauſe of all errours) lay 
down theſe following Aſſertions, which 
I deſire all ſuch perions ſoberly, and 
with humble and modeſt, and not 
with haughty and ſtubborn minds to 
conſider. G 4 1. Chil- 
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I. Children: were :members of the 
Jewiſh Church as well as Adult Per. 
ſons, and there was an. Ordinance ap- 
pointed for them which was ther 
great Priviledge: And it 1s not to be 
imagined that our Saviour, who zoo 
little Children up in his arms and bleſ- 
[ed them, ſhould allow no Ordinance 
for them by which they ſhould be ad- 
mitted into his Church, 
Whereſoeyer God entred into Cove- 
nant with the Parent, :he entred into 
Covenant likewiſe with the Children 
of that Parent, that 1s, the Children 
were included in the Covenant, and 
tie Bleſſing of that Covenant belong- 
ed to the Children as well as to the 
Parent > | 
2, Our Saviour took this Ordinance 
of Baptiſm from the Cuſtom of the 
Jews,who were wont to Baptize thoſe 
who forſook Heatheniſm and embra- 
ced the true Religion: And whento- 
ever they made Profelites, they did 
not only Baptize the Parent but rhe 
Cruld likewilc, upon.engagement _ 
| 1,0 
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the Child ſhould be brought up inthe 


ſame Religion : So that it was not ne- 
ceſlary, that our Saviour ſhould give . 
an Inſtance of that which every one 
to whom he came knew was practi 
ſed, But it was neceſſary that he 
ſhould have declared his Exceptions 
aganſt Infants Baptiſm if he intended 
their excluſion. 

To what purpoſe ſhould our Savi- 
our declare, that Infants ſhould have 
the Seal of a Covenant, when 'twas 
never otherwiſe? Or, how can we 
imagine, that our Saviour ſent to Bap- 
tize Nations in which Infants had 
bcen commonly Baptized before, and 
yet intended that they ſnould be ex- 
cluded? If indeed our Saviour had 
declared that Infants ſhould not be 
Baptized: Or if we had read of the 
Apoltles Refuſal of them: Or it there 
had been no Infants Baptized before 
nor any Ordinance tor Infants; the 
Anabaptiſts opimon had been built 
upon a good Foundation, but other- 
Wiks "tis, very Weak. 


3. As 
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3- As a conſequent of this, Infants 
were all along Baptized in the Primi- 
tive Church, by the Holy Martyrs 
that Suffered for Chriſtianity,of which 
thoſe who write againſt the Anabap- 
tiſts have given undeniable proof. And 
we are ſure, that if our Saviour had 
intended their Excluſion, they would 
never have done it. And it is not to 
be imagined, that Anabaptiſts know 
| better what was the Mind of Chriſt 
than thoſe Chriſtians did. If thoſe 
who are now of that per{waſjon had 
lived in thoſe dayes, and had conſide- 
red from whence our Saviour took 
that Ordinance, with the Grounds and 
Reaſons of it ; they could not have been 
of that Opinion which they have now 
eſpouſed ;* becauſe then the Original 
of it was freſh in the World, and the 
Uſe and Practice of it was continued 
by the moſt Holy men in the World. 
It is not only great Haughtineſs of 
mind, by which men think themſelves 
wiſer than the moſt Holy and Lear- 
ned men 1n all ages of the World, but 
| Teno- 
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Tgnorance through length of time that 
makes an Anabaprilt. 

4. Infants are Believers in a ſence 
or elſe they could not be faved, nor 
have any right to the promiſes of 
Chriſt in the Goſpel. And if they 
are in any ſence ſuch Believers as are 
entituled to Salvation, they are fich 
Believers as have a right to Baptiſm. 
If the Eſtate belongs to a Child in 
the Cradle, the Indentures and Seals 
of that Eſtate belong to him like- 
wiſe. The Child of a Believer may 
as well be called a Believer, as the 
Child of a Proſelite was called a Pro- 
ſelite. If God gives Children but the 
Denomination of Believers, it is ſuffici- 
ent to entitle them to Baptiſm. 

5. Thoſe that conſider the Caſe of 
the Anabaptiſts muſt needs be of ano- 
ther Opinion. This in conjunction 
with the former Arguments muſt 
needs be of great force to thoſe that 
are ſerious and conſiderate, and not 
conceited and reſolute in a caſe which 
they have eſpouſed. | 


As 
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living Argument of: the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and the badneſs of their 
caſe: Sol may fy, thatthe Conditi- 
on of the Anabapriſts and their Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs in all their atrempts to 
eſtabliſhtheir Opinions doth thew, that 
God doth not, nor ever did ſhew any 
ſuch Favour to them, 2s might give 
any ſober perſon cauſe to think that 
they were Gods Church and People, 
however they plead his Word to be 
their Rule; but that Infant-Baptiſm 
is an Ordinance which God allows of 
and hath countenanced ever fince 
there was any oppoſition made to it. 

There 1s a Writer yet alive who 
gives a large and ſtrange account of 
the miſchievous Pxaftices of the 4- 
wabaptifts in Germany and other pla- 
ces, What Diſturbers and not Promo- 
ters of Religion thay have been 
wherefoever they have came. But 
I wave all that can be faid againſt 
them either in this Natiog or beyond 
the Seas, and will only fay, That if I 


had 
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had the higheſt Opinion of them for 
their Morals that I have for any ſort 
of men in the World, yet Icould ne- 
ver believe, That all the Primitive 
Chriſtians who owned arid practiſed 
Infant-Baptrſm, and the Martyrs in 
all Ages, were not Members rightly 
admitted into the Church of Chriſt : 
That not only the Papiſts, but all the 
Reformed Churches in the World, are 
miſtaken im this point; and that the 
Anabaptiſis are the only True and 
Righttul Members of Chriſts Body. 
He muſt be very weak and noto- 
rouſly partial, who . conſiders theſe 
things, and doth not conclude that 
they are a Sect that Separate from the 
True Church which God hath owned 
in all Ages, and not the 'True Viſible 
Church of Chriſt. This I thought 
fit to mention in Conjundion with 
other Arguments, by which many 
wavering minds have been eſtabliſhed 
in the Truth; and God grant there 
may be the like ſucceſs ro thoſe in 
the like caſe, who ſhall read them. 

| V. Thoſe 


95 The Unwozthy 
V. Thoſe Excuſes which men general- 
ly make for their not Receiving, are {0 
far from Juſtifying their Neglect, that 
do not fo march bet extenuate it : 

| Na _ EKceeangly aggravate 
No, moſt Non +« Anbar 
. cants. The Truthis, no Excuſes muſt 
be made in fuch 2 weighty, matter as 
the Sacrament is. There may be In- 
uptions, but there ruſt be no Ex- 
cuſes. An. Interruption is when a 
' man really intends to receive the Sa- 
crament, fot ſomewhat happens by 
which he is prevented, and it is a great 
trouble tohis mind that he is ſo. It 
is with Chriſtians in this caſe, as it 
was with thoſe /ſrae/ites which we 
read of Nez. 9. 6, 7. who being hin- 
dred from cating the Paſſover by the 
legal defilement of a Dead Corps, 
were extremely troubled and came to 
Moſes to know what they ſhould do. 
There were certain men who were defiled 
by the dead body of a. man that they 
could not keep the Paſſover on that day : 
and they came before Moſes and before 
Aaron 
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Aaron on that day ; And thoſe men ſaid 
unto him, we are defiled by the dead bo- 
dy of a man: wherefore are we kept back 
that we may not offer an offering of the 
Lord inhis appointed Seaſon, among the 
Children of [{rael. Obſerve how farr 
thoſe men were from making Excuſes 
for neglecting Gods Ordinance, in 
that they were extreamly troubled at 
an interruption which probably they 
could not help ; for he that was ina 
Tent in which a man dyed, or came 
into it, - was unclean, - I9. I4. 
and continued fo Seven-days. This 
being of great moment, Moſes ſaid un- 
to them, ſtand ſtill and I will hear what 
the Lord will command concerning you. 
And we. read that God in that Caſe 
appointed that they ſhould keep the 
Paſſover the next Month. God allows 

ed of the Interruption tor that time, 

but there muſt be no Excuſe. We read 

Num. 9. 13. that the man who was 

not thus hindered, if he did not 

keep the Paſſover at the time appoint= 

ed, The ſame ſoul ſhall be cut off = 

is 


—— 


96 - The Unwozthy 
his people, becauſe he bronght not 
the Offering of the Lord on his appoint« 
ed Seaſon. A place of Scripture ve« 

" fit for Non-Communicants to conli- 
der, who if they have no Impedi- 
ments will make Excuſes inſtead of 
them, they will pretend ſomewhat 
to be the cauſe of their Negle&t which 
is not really theicauſe; but the little 
regard which they have for the Ordi- 
- nances of their Religion is the cauſe 
of their Neglte&t, I ſhall fitft conſider 
what the General Excuſes are, and 
then coniider ſome more {pecial Cas 
fes. , | 


x. Some pretend that the Solemni- 


nity of the Ordinance 1s the cauſe of 
their Neglect: It isa very great Or- 
dinance and they durſt not adven- 
ture to make their approach to it. I 
know that there are ſome very good 
Chriftians to whom this 15 not an ex- 
cuſe, but is a real Cauſe of their ab- 
fenting from the Sacrament, They 
think that it 1s too great an Adven- 
ture for ſuch as they are, to come to 
| their 
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their Lords wn Te although they 
are ſuch as love: him and do fincere- 
Om and endeavour to keep his 

ndments. What I have already 
faid, may give fatisfaction in this Caſe, 
viz. That Humility and a Senſe of 
Unworthyneſs is a good qualification 
for a Communicant ; and that as the 
Sacrament 1s a great and Solemn Qr- 
dinance, fo it is a very great Duty to 
partake of it ; and therefore Chriſtians 
muſt take care that they do not com- 
plement our Saviour, but that the ex- 
amine themſelves, and reverently ob- 
ſerve his Inſtitution. Great men do 
ſometimes allow of ſuch excuſes when 
they make Invitations, but the Great 
God commands when he invites, 
and there can be no Neglect but-it is 
8 great ſin, as I have already ſhew- 


But this is not the Caſe I' have 
now in hand: My deſign is to ſpeak 
of thoſe who make this a Pretence for 
their Non-Communicating. They 
fay the Sacrament is a folemne Or- 

H dinance, 
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dinance, and therefore they dare not. 
come t0.it. But 1 would haye ſuch 
perſons to conſider; i; whither they go 
when-;they turn away from this g 
lemn; Ordinance. If it be to-their 
Luſts,.and a continuance in a . ſinful 
courſe. of Life, their condition 1s un- 
ſpeakably. miſerable. -What an Afront 
is:this to the Great God and our Blef- 
ſed Saviour? I may fay to them as 

the Apolile to the Galatians, Be not 
deceived God is nat mocked. The beſt 
that can be ſaid, is; That you do very 


reverently mock Chriſt and his Or- 


dinance;: You are afraid to come to 
tuck-a, Solemn Ordinance, and you 
are opt fit for it, and therefore you 
rather: choaſe to live in the breach of 
his; Commandment, which you find 
your;: ſelves more. fit for: This is 
Hail Maſter : This 1s to Crucifie Chriſt 


froma Reverent reſpect to him. And as 


heis guilty of great- Contempt of God 
unger a pretence,of Reyerence to him, 
ſo hers guilty of m@ſt prodigious Folly. 
© foo/ifþ Non-Communicants who have 
bewitched 


8 .*Lhe::UnWvorthe: 
Q #« £ 0 -; 3- 
U —__ 


| NomzCammunitant.' 99 
\ bewitched you, that you ſhould think to 


avoid. danger by negleRing a great and 
Solemn duty;that you ſhould turn from 
the Sacrament to the Commiſſion of ſin 
to avoid Danmation! The Scripture faith 
He that comitteth fin is of the Devil. The 
Non-Communicant abfents from the 
Ordinance of Chriſt, & goes tothe Ser- 
vice of the Devil to avoid Damnation. 

-- All men ſhould conſider, that the 
Solemnity of the Ordinance is as well 
3.great Reaſon why ngen ſhould per- 
take, asit is why they ſhould prepare; 
becauſe it.is an Argument that God 


expects the Obſervance of it, and that 


his heart is the more ſet upon it. When 
Servants are: negligent of their Duty, 
they hope to come off beſt by neg- 
lcting that which they think to te 
of leailt moment. - No man ever ſaid, 


Jlomitted my Duty, and I hope to te 


excuſed becaule it was a great Com- 
mand, and I was- required to take 
great care in: the obſervance of it. Let 
not any: therefore think, that the So- 
kmaity of the Ordinance will be their 
H 2 excuſe 
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excuſe! for:not obſerving'it; but that 
zt- #1] be their great Condemnati 
ON: : 101? 12.4.0 "ID PITZLOU 
« 2+: #;Feond Pretence, Which is a 
conſequent of the former, is, That met 
are "riot prepared for it, and therefore 
"they had better: let it alone. x ear- 
neſtly defire ſuch perſons to conſider 
that, . | 
- x.”Fhiscan be no Plea, becauſe they 
may be: prepared if they pleaſe. | 
know that. tiere' are a great many 
who would charge the of Non- 
Communicating upon Almighty God, 
pretending that he muſt prepare them 
for it; or elſe they cannot receive 
worthily. But let me tell the ſinner, 
that his Contempt of God which 
brings deſtruttion' to him is of himſett. 
Though nv; man can be- prepared 
without the grace of God and the af- 
ſiſtance of his holy Spirit, yet this 
ts not the Cauſe of his being unprepe 
red, for God hath promiſed his Zo 
Spirit to them that ask it,” 'And the 
Experience of every ſinner, who 6 
| not 
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not” ſirangsy hardned in his unpiety» 
tells him that in this he doth exceed- 
mgly provoke God ; becauſe he knows 
that God is fo'farr from being want- 
ing to him, that he doth ſecretly ſol- 
kcit him to prepare, thathe may wor- 
thily partake, and he wilt nor. That 
finner -is in a very evi condition, 
who charges God of requiring that of 
him which he can by no means per- 
form. | | 

2. Your not being Prepared is of 
it ſelf a fin, and therefore it muſt not 
be pleaded for a neglect of your Duty. 
This is to excuſe one ſin with another. 
It is as well a Duty to prepare as to 
partake, and the Neglect of it is, a 
fin which God doth as ſurely puniſh, 
Luke 12. 47. That Servant that knew 


his Lords will, and prepared not him- 


Jelf, neither did according to his will, 
ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. 'The 
man in the Goſpel that came to the 
Feaſt without the Wedding Garment 
was Speechleſs. No man mult plead 
Unpreparedne!s ; becauſe he may te 
-” H 3 pre- 
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pared, and it is his ſin if he be not, - 

3. This is is a meer Deluſion of the 
Devil, by which he would keep men 
ſecure in a ſinful courſe. of life, This 
is not an Unpreparedneſs which brings 
grief and trouble to the mind, as it 
ought to do z/ but it is a contented Unz 
preparedneſs... The People love to have 
it fo. He that ſearcheth the heart 
knows that the Language there, is, I 
have'no mind to be prepared; and 
that renders: the condition of the 
agen to be very dread- 
ful. 

4. This; /Pretence is endleſs. Art. 
thou Unprepared, when will it be o- 
therwiſe? 'The longer that any one 
Neglets the Sacrament,the more Un- 
prepared he is for it. There are ma- 
ny, who when they were young plea- 
ded they were not prepared, are pre- 
pared now ; but it 1s to ſcoff at Reli- 
gion, and to contemn all that is 
Holy. And' thoſe thar are not open- 
ly. Prophane are more unprepared 
than they were, by an encreaſe of the 
Love 
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Love of Love of the World; and the fixing 0 of 
Evit Habits. © "The Sacrament” 1s an 
Ordifizhce which" comes to'pluck up 
Sin-atthe Roots, 'andif that' be Kept 
of,Sin muſt needsÞrow a ce.”He that 
being-e deſired ro receive the Sacrahjient 
pleads "that : he is Ubprepart2) may 
as well fay | that" hemever intends” to 
recdve,” for he' is tnore Unprepared 
now thin hewas formerly, and islike 
to be more Unprepared for the fime 
to come than he ts'now. -- © 

But it may be fÞnie will plead, That 
tholgh every one may prepare, ' arid 
it is his Duty ſd to do, and his Sin if 
he do not; yet the caſe of many is 
ſuch that they cannot find Time to pre- 
pare: - There had-need be ſome dayes 
ſet @ part on purpoſe for Preparation : 
What ſhall Servants do that ' work 


' all the week from Morning till Night, 


& have no more than time enough for 
the neceſary ſupports of Nature, that 
are forced to rife early and go to Bed 
Late ? And what ſhaſl thoſe do that 
have gothing but from hand to'mouth, 
H 4 muſt 
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muſt they for the-ſake of the Sacra- 
ment ſuffer their Faquhes to want? To | 
thisT muſt anſwer that every man hath 
or may: have Time enough to. prepare 
' without any prejudice to his Worldly 
affaires; though the Servant doth not 
ſteal time from his Maſter, nor the poor 
man from the neceſlities of his Family, 
and that may appear if we conſider. 
7.. That which beſpeaks a manto 
bea Worthy Communicant, is not fo 
much his particular Ads. of. Piety and 
Devotzon, as the. general Habit. and 
Bent of .his Mind. . 'The great Queſ- 
tion,1s, whether a man really, fears 
God, and. whether , he be Spiritually 
minded 2 He. that. lives in known 
ſins without Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, and intends to continue 
ſo, cannot be prepared for the Sa- 
crament, though he ſpends: never ſo 
much time in [Religious Duties ; be- 
cauſc he himſelf is not Religioufly dif 
ſpoſed. If a man ſhould for - many 
Days, and Weeks abſtain from Sinful 
Ads which he hath been Guilty of, 
EE | . . and 
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his Father again. "This is a. moſt cer- 
tain 'Truth 5 He that is Religious and 
Fears God in the General courſe of 
his. Life, is more 'fit to receive the 
Sacrament without any ſpecial Prepa- 
ration for it, than the other can be, 
how much tume foever he ſets apart 
in Order to his Receiving, His come- 
ing ro the Sacrament would not be 
like the Diſciples of our Lord who 
had left all to follow him, and did 
by this Ordinance e themſelves 
ro live and d be in the Faith, and in 
Obedience to his Commandments; but 
like the Whore which Solomon ſpeaks 
of, who faid, 7 have paid my Vows, 

therefore 
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therefore came I forth to meet thee, &c# 
Prov. 7. 14, 15. Some ate ſo: difſo- 
" late | as to think, that. having Re- 
ceived- the Sacrament, and ſpent ſome 
time to-put themſelves: into: a 'good 
mood-in Order to--it, they ſhall ea- 
fily obtain a - Pardon for the time to 
come, having made even with God 
for the time: paſt. But as the Whore 
was::2 Whore': ſtill -for all her 
Vows, ſo this Wicked man remains a 
Wicked man tf, notwithſtanding 
his Preparation and Communicating, 
And his Sacrifice was an Abominati= 
on to the Lord.-It is not enough for 
2 man to fay, .[- muſt not ſin this 
Week, but avoid Temptations, becauſe 
L intend to Receive the Sacrament ; 
but I muſt change the habit: of my 
Mind, I muſt, become a ' New Crea- 
ture, '] mult reſolve, that becauſe 7 
have doxe Iniquity, I will do no more, 
or elle all the Preparation that can 
be made will | Gignify nothing. There 
15 2 great difterence in . the _ 
of . theſe Communicants. He that is 


Religi- 
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Religious in the -Genersl courſe of his 
Life, comes to the Sacrament that he 
may be kept from ſin-for the time 
to come. He that is only: Religious 
in Order to his Receiving,..comes to 
it that he may fin again: with, leG 
r of _ d than he: did before; 
The Firſt is one who deſires that Chrift 
may dwell in his heart, and: bear rule 
in him: The Otheris one of thoſe 
who now ad. then gives God an un- 
wellcome Viſit, and then returns to 
dwell with: his-ſins agala,;.;He muſt 
needs bean Unworthy Communicant, 
that comes to the Sacrament that he 
may with the greater. freedom ſerve 
his ſin after it, Tis-not any particy- 
lar Preparation, how: -much time ſo 
ever any one hath for it, that beſpeaks 
a man to be a Worthy .Communicant, 
if he be not heartily refolv'd'ta become 
a good man. = | 

2. There is no Time prefixed for 
preparation to Communicate, but men 
are left to the grace of the Goſpel 
and of the New Covenant. We-read 
in 
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inthe Old Teſtament ofa {pecial Time 
which God appointed for Preparati- 
6n, when the 'People- were to:make 
their ſolemn approachesto him: When 
God- appointed the People to meet 
him upon the Mount he required two 
Dayes preparation, Exed.19.1r5. When 
God ent 4 *Surmmons to the Seve 
army Aeredn. he requi- 
red a  Dayes -preparation. Say anto 
' the People Santtific your. ſelfes ainſ} to 
Morrow ; & more Inſtances mi che begi- 
ven. But-under the Goſpel Godaccoſts 
the Will forithe deed. - He that would 
ſpend timeif it were his own, in afo- 
lemnPri jon for the Sacrament, is 
as welcome to God as if he had real- 
ly ſpent ſomuch time in order to his 
Receiving, -- Where Time is wanting, 
there may be, and doubtleſs is a ſup- 
ly from the -grace of God. -Solomox 
ith, Prov. 16. 1. The preparation of 
the heart is from the Lord. And it is 
not to be doubted, but through the 
Gract of God, thoſe who have bit 
little time to prepare, - do recezve ” 
.  mue 


much'to their 'com 
vreat benefit by it as thoſe who'have 
. ſpent more 'tume in Preparation for 
=: : .&- 
I know that ſome very Pious Mmni- 
ſters have ſo'much inlilted'tpon the 
ſpending of ſome confiderable Time as 
reparatory to the Sacrament;that they 
ave diſcouraged many good Chriſt 
ans from coming to' it, who have not 
| had time from their unavoidable Oc- 
caſions, to prepare themſelves for it. 
I will readily grant,' that it is of great 
Concern,that thoſe who intend toCom- 
municate ſhould ſpend Time in pre- 
paring themſelves, and: the more 
they ſpend the more Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction it is to:them :- But this muſt 
not diſcourage Servants and others 
from Communicating who want time, 
and whoſe time is-not properly their 
' own. The Scripture hath given no 
Standard in this caſe; and from thence 
it is that ſome very pious'Chriſtians 
from an humble Senſe of their Unwor- 
thyneſs and Uafitnefs to receive, _ 
they 


they have not ſpent Tune enough in 
preparing, and therefore they walk tay 
till the next Communian z .and when 
that — they till _—_ they u_ 
not t: 'Fune enough: 

this means. the 'moſt Worthy ; 

axe kept from the Lords Supper. I 
wauld have ſuch perſons; and all that 
are pious-:and- devout: Chriſtians, to 
conſider the: caſe of the':Corinthians 
before | mentioned. They had Re- 
ceived Unworthily and thereby pro» 
voked God:'to Anger : + The Apoſtle 
- admontſhhes them, to Examine thems- 
felves before they received again, but 
he doth not: .preſcribe' any Time that 
they ſhould ſpend, nor doth he-tell 
them thar jt; would be Convenient for 
them to forbear coming to the Sacra- 
ment for ſome. time ;-::But let a man 
examine himſelf, and fo” let him eat 


that Bread, . and drink of that Cup, © 


when-'tis-probable there was to be 
2: Communion the next day, 

-  3- it 5s poſſible that men in this 
caſe of Preparation may beover Righte- 


OUus, 
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ous, -nay: it is poſſible they may be 
Superſtitious, roo. They. are —_ 
Righteous. who ſpend that time in pre- 
paration for the Sacrament, which they 
' cannot ſpare from . neceſſary Occa- 
ſions. If the Poor man negledts. his 

family, or the Servant his Maſters bu- 
ſineſs, though it be for the fake of the 
Sacrament 3 God may ay to them, 
who hath. required this. at-your bands? + 

Some rgay be Superſtitious in their 
Preparations : Suchas:think they ſhall 
be accepted of God-:according to the 
number of Meals which rhey have ab- 
ſtained from ; Or the Hours they bave 
ſpent in Reading, Prayer or Meditati- 
ON. roar nn - the firſt, Abſti- 
nence in 1t-ſelf ſignifies nothing, It 
is only. to be uſed ſo far as it may 
keep the mind from being indifpoſed- 
for that which is good.” And to ſome 
perſons their Conttiturzons cannot bear 
faſting, and if they abſkiuin they are 
more indi{poſed than if they continue 
their wonted Meals. _ And by num-: 
bring the Hours or Prayers (as Papts 

| | 0 
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do) a man place Religion wrong, 
and all that he doth ip his Relige 
ous : Service may be without that De- 
votion of mind, which alone is accep- 
table to God and preparatory to this 
holy Ordinance. * 

- Ler men take heed that they miſtake 

not; & ſet bounds & meaſures where 

cum Leda enctin 
ing. 67h" Time for 
Preparation, not, accept of 
chem, for God hath made no ſuch ap- 
pointments. 'Tisnot Time allowed that 
1s of abſolure neceſlity,but a fincereDe- 
fire-and endeavour 'to obey the com- 
mands of our Saviour that makes 2 
mar a Worthy Communicant. 

. 4--Letr him that complains of the 
Want of Time take heed, thathe doth 


not neglett rhat time he hath or may. 


have to ſpend in preparing for the Sa- 
crament. . What man is there in the 


World who for ſome additional Ad- 
vantages would nor find time to fj ” 
fromhis neceſiary occaſions? T 

are many who will work harder cha 
ordi- 
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ordinary for the fake of a little Liberty: 
Others to gain ſome Profit and Advan- 
tagetothemſelyes. Surely ſuch perſons, 
if they have a deſire to walk in the 
__ wayes of Religion, may thake 
to diſpatch theibulineſs,that rhey 
may have a little time to Examine 
themſelves, to bethink themſelves of 
the State of their muds, and how the 
great affaires ſand betwetn- God and 
their own Souls. They may find time 
to confider what Sins they have to re- 
pent of, and heartily to begg Gods 
grace that they may eſcape them for 
the time to come, and if they do.ſo 
they - are Worthy Communicants, 
though they have had but little tune 
for the diſpatch of theſe greatConcerns. 
. I cannot think there is any man fo 
employed but he may find time in the 
Morning & Evening to pray to God, &c 
if he cannot make it a1ſet Duty, & be 
alone, and he undiſturbed; Yet there 
may be Fervent Ejaculations, bywhich 
be may lift up his heart to God, whictht 
God will hear and have 8 ſpeciall _ 
I garg 


gard"to-: © And by the Uſe of them his 
mind will be kept iti fucly a Religious 
Frame 4hd Temper, that he will be a 
Worthy Commutricant, ind a welcome 
Gueſt at the Lords 'Table. bs tau 
"5. Let thoſe who make thisEx- 
cuſe, that they want*time' to repre 
conſider the Hl conſequences of Neg- 
lefting the Sacratment.. - They thar 


cofnplain th&y+want Time to prepare 


' for the Sacrametit; find time enonpgh to 


commit thoſe ſins which make ther 
unfit - for. that or any bther Religious 


Duties. Whatever bufirieſs they have to 
do,they find time to:harden theirhearts 
againſt God and againſt Religion, fo 
that no impreſſions of Good may 'be 
made in them. He that at firſt thoughr 
he might not come, becauſe he'wan- 
_ fred Time to prepare, will afterwards 

refuſe to come, though he hath more 
time than he knows what todo with. 
Nay, he will rather throw - it away, 
and his. -Soul with it, by ſpending it 
m the Service of the Devil, than in 
preparing, that - he may -be a Wor- 
thy. Communicant. There 
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_ "Thetfe is:another Pretence tor Un- 


preparedneſs, and that is the Temp- 
tations which attend_the diſpateh ,of 
neceſfry buſineſs: Men fay they are 
forced 'to converſe. with, ſinful. men, 
and are unavoidably, betrayed to that 
which is Evil, . and therefoxe it is in 
Vain for them.to think of Preparing tor 
rhe Sacrament. FYeſire ſuch to con- 
fider. - m3 1%. 

I. It may be they complain with: 
out a Cauſe, and that in diſpatch of 
their. buſineſs,. they .are not 'Tempted 
to that which' is really Evil.. It may 
be this man thinks, that he cannot 
Prepare becauſe his buſineſs will un- 


| hinge the Devotion of -his mind, and 


put it out of that Religious Frame 
and Temper which he would keep 
it in, if he intended to partake. He 
thinks that a man may not Receive 


the Sacrament, unleſs he can for ſome 


time keep his mind 10 .free from 
ſuch Incumbrances, as not to have a 
Thought of worldly Buſineſs enter- 
taind by him; There is no Reaſon 

I z why 
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why this ſhould hinder his Receiving. 
The lawful Diſpatch of Worldly = 4 
neſs muſt. not hinder men_ fromthe 
Sacrament, nor muſt the Sacrament 
- hinder men from the diſpatch of 
Worldly buſineſs. We have ne juch 
Rule. If a man ſpends that time with 
his Cuſtomers; which '/he intended to 
fpend with God in ſecret Devotion, 
and there hath been Innocent Mirth, 


' this is no Offence to God, only it is 


Adviſeable that at his return he reduce 
his mind to Seriouſneſs and Devo- 
tion in order to his Receiving, and 
then he needs not fear but he thall be 
welcome at the Lords Table. 

2. If in the Diſpatch of -bufineſs men 
do that which is really evil: If they 
defraud,or if they are guilty of Drunk- 
eneſs (which is become. tuch a Con- 
comitant with Trade, that there are a 
great many whom the Devil will not 
{uffer to diſpatch their Buſineſs with 
their Cuſtomers, unleſs they diſpatch 
their buſineſs with him at the ſame 
time) and it happens ſome dayes-be- 

| : fore 
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fore the Sacrament ; Let him repent 
and humble his {foul to God, to think 
that he hath forgotten God and his 
own Soul at that. time when he ſhould. 
have prepared for the Bleſſed Sacra-- 
ment. And if he be ſincerely Penitent 
he need not omnut it. Nay, he hath the 
more need to-receive it, by how much 
he ſees how prone he is to fall into 
Temptations, that he may be kept 
from them. And if this hath happe- 
ned a little before the Sacrament, and 
{0 neer to it that he cannot be fſa- 
tisfied of his Repentance, fo as tocome 
to the Sacrament the,next tune of Ad- 
miniſtration, - let him go to his Mini- 
{ter, and bewail the Cauſe of his not 
Receiving: Let him think how hap- 
py they arethat are Worthy Commu- 
nicants, and.what a fad. thing it is that 
he ſhould do that, for the fake of which 
he dare not appear at the Lords Ta- 
ble. But if this be the Cafe, that 
he hath Neglefted to Receive, and 
hopes that this will excuſe him ; if 
-he be not in the ſnare of the Devil, 
I 3 ang 
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and under the Dominion of Sin; Tam: 


ſure'no man in the World'is. He may as 
well ſpeak plajnly,and fay,T love my fir 
better than the' Sacrament, and Sinful 
Companions 'better than Pious Cont- 
municants. And ſuppoſe theſe are the 
men, as well as others, ' who keep from 
the Sacrament to avoid Damnation. * 
* 3. If Worldly Buſineſs brings men 
into il Company, and 1s the Occa- 
fon -of Sin, let them make haſt to diſ- 
patch it.and tell the company that they 
are to, Communicate. ' Our Saviour 
faid, IF any ſhall be aſhamed of me be- 
fore men, 'of him will I be aſhamed be- 
fore my Father. He doubtleſs ſpake it in 
reference'to the Deriſton' with which 
Tews and Heathens thought to make 
men aſhamed-of Chriſtianity (which 
was the reafon of the Croſs'in Baptiſm: ) 
But in Our age we had-need make uſe 
of it to encourage one Chriſtian;whom 
another derides for pbferving the In- 
{tiruticns of our Saviour. -If there be 
any that are ſo aſham'd of Chriſtand 
| his Ordinance, that they will rather 
_ - Ls FO 
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goon to cominit. fin for Company fake 
than give ſucha reaſon; they are Un- 
worthy indeed: For it appears plainly, 
that they are aſhamed. of the Sacra- 
ment, but not of their Sin. "The Sa- 
crament was appointed to keep men 
from ſin, but if they may nat both 
be entertain'd, the Sacrament muſt 
keep off. "- SEE, 

4, .Let theſe Perſons conſider what 
manifeſt Contempt they caſt upon all 
other Ordinances of Chriſt, They can 

o to Prayers and Sermons all the 
year long, and it ſignifies nothing ; but 
they can go to their ſinful Compani- 
ons all the week after, and it may te 
on the Lords day as ſoon as the Pub- 
lick Service is-done; as if it were in 
Defiance of tho!e little things of Religi- 
dn. They can confels their fins, and, 
inſtead of forſaking, run to them as 
ſoon as they have done. "They can 
pray to the Great King of Heaven for 


Pardon,and make haſte to Rebel again. 


They can hear what the grear God 
- commands, and what he promites, and 
y I 4 what 
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what he thregtens, bur it all ſignifies 
nothing to them. Pharaoh and 4hab 
regarded mdre what Miniſters faid, 
than they do. *Tis only the Sacrament 
that they: are afraid of, becauſe they 
have ſome Guilt and Fear which will 
not ſuffer them. to make that approach 
to God, which they think is nearer and 
more Solemn; This ſhews- the Caſe 
of the ſinner to.be very deſperate. It 
appears plainly that he is reſolved to- 
live a firiful Life, ard that he will nor 
have to do with Religion any farther 
than it ſhall leave him Irreligious. 
Praying and Hearing are weak things 
which his Sin keeps under, and doth 
not ſufer them to prevail to the ſub- 
duing of it ; atid becauſe he looks upon 
the Sacrament to be of greater force, 
therefore he will not come at it. 
5. If this be the Caſe of the ſicner 
*tis never like to be otherwiſe. * This 
man doth nat intend to leave his Trade, 
and therefore he intends not to Com- 
municate. _ 
" 6. Let all Perfons conſider that the 
YN Rn FE © more 
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more worldly Buſineſs any one hath, 


the more neceſſary it is that he ſhould 


be a frequent Communticant. I menti- 
on this, becauſe many think that they 
who have moſt Leiſure from worldly 
buſineſs ought- to be moſt frequent 
Communicants, and that it cannot be 
expected from thoſe that have many 
or great Concerts. This ſuppoſeth 
that the Sacrament is only an Ordis 
nance which was appeinted, that: 
Chriſtians ſhould pay their reſpects 
and acknowledgments to Chriſt by it, 
and not that it is appointed alſo for 
the good of mens Souls, and to keep: 
up in them a quick Senſe of the Love 
of Chriſt to them, and to preſerve 
them from the Power of Temptations, 
which hinders- the growth of Grace 
and Piety. The Rich man or the man 
that hath many Worldly Concerns 
ſhould fay: ©I have more need to 
«© frequent the Sacrament than others, 
«*T am in great danger of loving the 
« World more than Chrift, and he 
F hath declared "that he will not ac> 
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«am in-more Danger, than others, of 


« .—- | - | . 
my. heart: being ſtolen -away from 
<God, .and'; therefore I will frequent. 


< that Ordinance, that my. Riches or. 


< the Deſire of them may not ruine me, 


He that pleads Buſineſs ;and negles 
the Sacrament, doth phainly ideclare 
that the World is uppermoſt in his 
elteem, and'that the Sacrament muſt 
not be regarded, but when the World 
will. give way to tt. 

To Conclude this ; Let me tell every 
ſuch Pretender, that he caſts a molt 
manifeſt flight and Contempt upon the 
Sacrament. If the King ſhould ſend 
for him, and he were afraid of his diſ- 
pleaſure, neither Buſineſs nor Compa-- 
ny muſt hinder, but that. Chriſt com- 
mands his attendance is a little thing 
to him. Jf any news were brought 
to him of an Elitate or Legacy, or any 
great Workdly adyantage, buſineſs 
and company muſt give way ; but the 
Sacrament.1s only the concern of his 
Soul, and therefore it may be let alone. 
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' '3. There is' atiother ' general Pre-. 
tence, and that is the danger of Relap- 
ſing. There are many Who" would re- 
cerve the Sacrament, but - they are a- 
fraid they ſhould fall into fin again. 
Let ſich Perſons conſider, © © 
© I. Their ' Caſe is very dangerous 
whilſt they neglect it. Tr is the Spiri- 
tual Food of the Soul. Men do not for- 
bear their nouriſhment for fear it ſhould 
breed diſeaſes. It is the Souls Phyſick to 
purge away ſm.Men do not refuſe a Re- 
medy for fear of a Relapſe.He that pleads 
this doth not conſider rhe Necellity of 
Communicating, but only the Danger 
which may beto him that Receives. .. 
' 2, Ir is not expected that any can 
wholly avoid Temptations to ſin after 
they have receivd,but that they ſhould 
bethe more careful to avoid them. And 
that they ſhould not allow themſelves 
in them; "but repent and amend. If 
raen conld be fo holy as this Pretence. 
ſuppoſeth,” no-man ſhould need to re- 
ceive above once. But the Sactament 
is appointed to be a continued _ 
| y 
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led againſt their Corruptions, which 
ſuppoſeth a continued Conteſt, bur 
.not an abſolute Viftory. Every man 
may reſolve,.that he will for the time 
to come ſtrive againſt his fin,and when- 
ſoever his Conſcience accuſeth him of 
ſinful Compliances, that he will repent 
and. begg Gods Pardon : and Gods 
Grace to withſtand it for . the time to 
come; and this every man muſt do: 
that expeds Salvation, tho he were 
not required to receive the Sacrament; 
and if hedo ſo, he is a Worthy Com- 
municant. | 
3. Thoſe that enter upon a Re- 
ligious Life, and reſolve to come to 
the Sacrament, upon ſerious debates, 
have no cauſe to þe Diſcouraged 
by the fear_ of Relapſes. If indeed 
2 man comes t9 the Sacrament up- 
on a ſudden Fit, in hope. that it wull 
remove ſome particular Trouble from 
him, and '{Q make it an Experiment 
only, and ſin after he hath Received ; 
this is no_ Relapſe into Sin, for he 
od never 


by which men are more and more en- 
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never came off from it. But thoſe 
who from a ſerious conſideration of 
their Duty, and of their danger whilſt 
they Negle their Duty for the fake 
of their Sin, do reſolve to enter in- 
toa new courſe of Life, and with 
ſerious Reſolutions and' hearty Prayers 
for Gods Grace and Blefling, come to 
the Sacrament, they need not fear bit 
they ſhall perſevere in the wayes 6f 
Religion. For 1. The Grace of 
will not be wantingtorhem. 2, Tho 
Arguments which induced them to be 
Religious,will continue & be of no leſs 
farce for a Perſeverance inthe Prac- 
rice of Re oe Such a man _— 
Ay; that when he began to be Reli 
ous he did not wall © conſider to wie 
end he ſhould be fo, and therefore up- 
on ſecond thoughts he finds it beſt to 
go back a agar 3- The Pleaſure of Re- 
Iigion will continue and encreafſe. No 
Gt hath-cauſeto ſay, 'tis fuch an un- 
couth and unpleaſant thing to be Reli- 
giousthat T had: better leave it off: He 
cannot fay the Er” - 
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who flights Religion, and avoids the 
_— of Fo own condition, hath 
more pleaſure.in his mind than be that, 
Examines bimſelf,& ſoeats of thatBread; 
and Drinks of that Cup. Theſe things 
conſidered, there is no ſuch danger of 
Relapſing asthe Non-Communicant is 
afraid of. .,4 The good Succeſs of 
Communicating ſhews that there 
is, no ſuch, great . danger. It may 
be faid indeed, that there are ſome 
whoare Communicants wholive ſinful 
Lives, - but this is no reaſon why any 
ſhould keepfrom the Sacrament for fear 
ofrelapſing into ſuch practices; Becauſe 
'fis too probable that ſuch Perſons re- 
ceive the Sacrament, chiefly from their 
regard to the Profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and kecaule it is the Duty of eve- 
ry Chriſtian, and not that they may 
be the more Holy and Religious. This 
15 a great Reaſon why you ſhould Com- 
municate from Principles of true Pi- 
ety,but no reaſon why you ſhould fear 
relapſing, becaule they never relapſed 
but are the ſame that ever they were. 
He 
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Ne that ſuggeſts this to keep men from 
the Sacrament, knowes the cantrary. 
If there were ſuch a-Probability of re-- 
yolting from God, he would not be fo 
buſie tokeep men fromengaging them< 
ſelves to him.-Where there is one ſinner 
that pertſheth by returning to ſin,there 
are thouſands that periſh becauſe they 


never began'to'be Religious, - :: 
' Theſe are the Pretiitces by which 


men turn their backs upon their:Sa- 


yiour. By theſe do 'men 'pratify- the 
great Enemy of their Salvation. Theſe 
are his\ Devices by which he gets Ad- 
vantage againſt men. By theſe he 
cheats men of the greateit - Pleaſures 


in this Life, and of Pleaſures for ever - 


more inthe Life to come. 

God of his Infinite Mercy grant, that 
Non-Communicants may conſider of 
it, how much they have Neglected 
their Duty and their Benefit: What 
Diſhonour they have occaſioned to 
the Chriſtian Religion, and What 
Deſtruction they are bringing to 
themſelves, whileſt they —_ 
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